LETTERS 


T  O  A 

f 

NOBLEMAN, 

ON  THE 

J  _  ,'JIL.  _  |  ,  •  v‘i  ~T&r~'  J,f  >.  '•-  ,■*•'*  t 

•  /  — 

.  ^  j-s  ;  *’#  / 

CONDUCT  of  the  WAR 


r'<‘  ' 
f  t**-  ■.. 


IN  THE 


MIDDLE  COLONIES. 

V 


THE  FOURTH  EDITION. 


LONDON: 

Printed  for  G.  Wilkie,  No.  71,  St.  Paul's  Church-Yard. 

M  DCC  LXXX. 


JUodn6i/7///frlB 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive  '  ‘  ^  Vt.'.ft&lSMl-B 

in  2018  with  funding  from  . 

This  project  is  made  possible  by  a  grant  from  the  Institute  of  Museum  and  Library  Services  as  administered  by  fhe  Pennsylvania  Department  of  Education  through  the  Office  of  Commonwealth  Libraries 


https://archive»rg/details/letterstonoblemaOOgalM 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


AN  attempt  has  been  made,  in  the  H — e 

of  C - ns,  to  eftablifh  the  following 

propofitions :  That  the  revolted  Colonies  are 
naturally  fo  ftrong  as  to  be  impradicable  by 
war, — that  their  inhabitants  are  almoft  univer- 
fally  difaffeded  to  the  Britifh  Government, — and 
that  the  force  fent  over  to  fupprefs  the  rebellion 
has  been,  by  no  means,  equal  to  the  objed. 

* 

This  attempt,  as  foon  as  made,  appeared  to 
the  Writer  of  the  following  Letters  to  involve 
feveral  matters  of  the  utmoil  confequence  to  the 
nation. — It  was  intended  to  conceal  from  the 
public  eye  the  fhameful  mifcondud  of  the  Ame¬ 
rican  war, — to  place  to  the  account  of  Adm - n 

all  the  national  misfortunes,  which  were  founded 
only  in  that  mifcondud, — to  prove  that  the  re¬ 
bellion  cannot  be  fuppreffed  by  the  force  of  this 
country  ; — and,  of  courfe,  to  demonftrate  the 
difgraceful  neceflity  of  fuffering  two  thirds  of  the 
Britifh  territory  to  be  difmembered  by  rebellion 

from  the  dominion  of  the  flate. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 

To  prove  the  reverie  of  thefe  propofitions  j 
to  place  the  prefent  national  danger  to  the  ac¬ 
count  of  thofe  to  whofe  conduct  alone  it  can  be 
with  juftice  imputed,  and  to  expofe  to  public 
view  an  attempt  fo  inconfiftent  with  the  fafety 
of  the  empire,  is  the  defign  of  publifhing  thefe 
Letters. — If  the  fadls  dated,  and  the  arguments 
deduced  from  them,  (hall  apply  to  thofe  pur- 
pofes,  the  end  propofed  by  the  Writer  will  be 
fully  anfwered. 
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LETTER  I, 


MY  LORD, 


TH  E  pleaiure  I  take  in  complying  witli 
your  wilhes,  will  not  fuffer  me  to  poll- 
pone  the  performance  of  a  promile  I  made* 
when  lall  I  had  the  honour  of  converlins  with 
your  Lordihip,  If  I  remember  right,  it  was  to 
communicate  my  fentiments  of  the  ftrength  and 
practicability  of  the  Middle  Colonies  where 
the  late  military  operations  have  been  carried  on, 
of  the  difpolition  of  the  people,  in  general, 
in  tne  revolted  Colonies, — and  of  the  conduct 
of  the  war  in  New  Jerfey  and  Pennfylvania. 
Thefe  are  matters  which  intimately  concern  the 
public  welfare,  and  with  which  your  Lordihip 
as  a  ienator,  and  the  whole  nation,  who  have 
expended  many  millions  in  that  war,  ought  to  be 
perfectly  acquainted.  Of  thefe  I  &aU  therefore 

®  treat. 
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treat,  in  the  order  pointed  out  by  your  Lordffiip, 
without  any  other  rdtraint  than  that  which  is 
impofed  by  candor  and  truth. 

That  part  of  the  Middle  Colonies  which  has 
been  the  fcene  of  the  late  military  operations, 
cannot,  with  the  lead:  propriety,  in  the  military 
fenfe  of  the  words,  be  called  uncommonly 
flrong,  and  much  lefs  impracticable.  Thefe 
operations  have  been  chiefly  confined  be¬ 
tween  the  mountains  and  the  fea-coafl:  fouth- 
ward  of  New  York.  In  that  part  of  America, 
the  hills,  when  compared  wfith  thofe  in  this 
country,  are  by  no  means  high  or  difficult  of 
accefs.  And  there  are  few  of  them  which  do 
not  afford  an  eafy  afcent  either  on  one  fide  or  the 
other.  Very  unlike  this  country,  where  nume¬ 
rous  hedges  and  high  dykes  form  many  bul¬ 
warks,  for  a  time,  proof  even  againfl  cannon  •, 
there,  neither  hedges  nor  dykes  are  to  be  found. 
The  fences  are  made  of  pofts  fixed  in  the  ground, 
at  ten  feet  diflance,  and  in  general  with  four  or 
five  crofs  rails,  from  nine  to  fifteen  inches  afunder. 
The  country,  which  is  thick  fettled  and  popu¬ 
lous,  every  farmer  living  on  his  own  plantation, 
not  in  villages,  is  interfperfed  with  intermediate 
woods,  and  large  plantations,  or  open  fields.  The 
woods  confifi:  of  large  tall  trees,  growing  at  dif¬ 
ferent  and  confiderabie  diftanccs,  without  any 
i  underwood, 
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underwood,  and  are  eafilv  fcoured  with  cannon 
or  mufquetry.  This  is  a  true  and  exaCt  ft  ate  of 
that  part  of  the  country  of  New  Jerfev  and  Penn- 
fylvania*  where  the  war  has  been  carried  on; 
and  from  this  defcription,  it  may  be  eafily  de¬ 
termined  how  far  it  can  be  deemed  flrong  or 
impracticable  in  refpeCt  to  military  operations. 

But,  my  Lord,  experience  is  the  belt  inftruc- 
tor;  and  if  we  attend  to  it,  we  (hall  certainly 
obtain  every  neceflary  information.  In  this 
country,  we  have  lately  feen  two  armies,  one 
meditating  its  conqueft,  the  other  its  defence. 
We  have  feen  the  Britifh  army  penetrating  into 
its  heart,  in  a  circuit  of  near  two  hundred 
miles,  from  Longlfiand,  by  the  White  Plains, 
to  Trenton,  and  from  the  Elk  Ferry  to  Phila¬ 
delphia,  in  defiance  of  the  utmoft  efforts  of  an 
enemy  perfectly  acquainted  with  every  advanta¬ 
geous  fpot  of  ground;  and  we  have  feen  that 
army  taking,  with  eafe  and  little  lofs,  every 
flrong  poll  poffeffed  by  the  enemy,  who  have 
always  fled  at  its  approach.  Surely  a  country 
where  fuch  operations  have  been  performed 
with  fo  little  difficulty,  cannot  be  deemed  very 
flrong  or  impracticable. 

But  the  flrength  or  impracticability  of  this 
country  is  loft  in  idea,  when  we  compare  it  with 
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the  fcene  of  action  in  the  laft  American  war. 
That  was  in  a  country  of  thick  woods, — - 
full  of  vaft  mountains,  high  precipices,  and 
Itrong  defiles ;  yet  an  Amherjl  and  a  JVolfe  led 
the  Britlfh  troops  through  it  to  conqueft  and 
to  glory,  againfl  the  utmoft  efforts  of  French 
veterans.  Though  in  ftrcngth  it  was  equal  to 
any  of  the  countries  in  Europe,  yet  was  it  not 
fo  impracticable  as  to  baffle  the  zeal  of  Britifh 
Generals,  who,  unconnected  with  party,  prized 
their  own  honour,  and  devoted  their  lives  to  the 
intercft  of  their  country  and  the  glory  of  their 
Sovereign. 

For  my  own  part,  I  have  no  idea  of  any 
country  being  impracticable  in  refpeCt  to  mili¬ 
tary  operations.  Nor,  1  believe,  has  any  other 
perfon,  who  is  acquainted  with  the  hiffory  of  war, 
or  the  conduCt  of  great  Commanders.  Did  not 
an  Hannibal  and  a  Creiar  crofs  the  high  moun¬ 
tains  and  itrong  defiles  of  the  Alps  ?  Have  not 
Britons  more  than  once  viCtorioufly  traverfed  the 
ftrongeft  fortified  countries  of  Germany,  France, 
and  Eland*  rs  ?  Is  there  a  country  in  Europe 
which  has  not  been  pervaded  by  military  (kill 
and  valour  ?  No,  my  Lord,  there  is  not.  And 
i  am  confident  I  may  adopt  this  proportion 
as  true,  that  every  country,  however  ftrong, 
will  afford  mutual  and  alternate  advantages  to 
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contending  armies,  while  fuperior  fltill,  force, 
and  exertion  alone,  can  errfure  victory  and  fuc- 
cefs.  Should  an  inferior  enemy  in  his  retreat 
take  pofleffion  of  a  ftrong  poll,  which  it  would 
be  too  great  a  rifque  to  attack,  military  policy 
and  experience  will  tell  us,  that  his  provifions 
may  be  cut  off, — his  army  befieged  or  ftarved  in¬ 
to  a  furrender, — or  the  other  parts  of  the  country 
be  reduced,  while  he  remains  inactive  in  his 
poll  •,  and  after  that,  he  can  no  longer  fubfift. 
How  then  can  a  country  in  any  military  fenfe 
be  deemed  impracticable  ?  To  the  Ancients,  or 
to  Britons  till  lately,  fuch  a  fendment  was  un¬ 
known.  It  is  not  to  be  found  in  the  annals  of 
military  hiftory.  A  Britilh  foldier  fhould  blufh 
at  finding  room  for  the  thought  in  his  heart, 
and  much  more  at  pronouncing  it  with  his 
tongue.  As  the  fentiment  is  as  dangerous  to 
military  gallantry  as  it  is  novel,  I  truft  that  ic 
has  not  made  a  deep  impreffion  on  the  minds  of 
Britons.  If  it  has,  their  honour  will  furely 
teach  them  to  eradicate  it.  And  were  I  to  be 
arbitrary  on  the  occafion,  I  would,  for  the  fake 
of  my  country,  erafe  the  words  ftrong  and  im¬ 
practicable  from  every  dictionary,  le!x  it  fhould 
be  renewed  to  apologize  for  the  military  indo¬ 
lence  and  mifeonduct  of  men,  who  have  facrificed 
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to  party  and  fadtion  their  own  honour,  the 
glory  of  their  Sovereign,  and  the  dignity  of  the 
nation. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

MY  LORD, 

\ 

Your  Lordfhip’s  mod  faithful 
and  obedient  fervant. 


j 
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LETTER  II. 

MY  LORD, 

HERE  is  fcarcely  any  thing  more  dan 


gerous  in  the  fyftem  of  national  defence. 


than  mifinformation  refpe&ing  the  Hate  of  the 
feveral  parts  and  members  of  the  Empire.  It 
has  a  tendency  to  miflead  the  wifeft  and  bed 
minifters,  to  perplex  the  meafures  for  the  public 
fafety,  and  often  to  throw  them  into  inextricable 
confufion*  I  have  therefore  lamented,  fince  my 
arrival  in  this  kingdom,  to  find  an  opinion  ge¬ 
nerally  prevalent,  and  adopted  by  fome  in  the 
great  councils  of  the  nation,  That  the  people  in 
the  revolted  Colonies  are  almoft  unanimoujly  dif¬ 
aff  eft  ed  to  their  Sovereign ,  and  wifh  to  he  difunited 
in  government  from  this  country ;  and  that  an 
attempt  fhould  be  made  to  palm  it  on  thofe 
councils  as  founded  in  truth.  How  it  has  hap¬ 
pened,  and  from  what  motives  an  opinion  fo 
contrary  to  fact,  and  fo  injurious  to  the  loyalty 
of  by  far  the  greatell  part  of  the  Colonifts,  has 
been  propagated,  is  worthy  of  difquifmon. 


Some 
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Some  Gentlemen,  who  left  the  Colonies  in 
the  beginning  of  the  wild  commotions,  when 
the  pulfe  of  what  is  called  Liberty  beat  high, 
and  the  people  were  deluded  by  a  few  ambi¬ 
tious  and  artful  men,  under  pretence  of  ob¬ 
taining  by  their  oppofition  a  redrefs  of  griev¬ 
ances,  have  erroneoufly,  though  innocently, 
adopted  and  propagated  that  opinion.  Others 
Who,  from  principles  truly  republican,  wiffi 
to  feparate  Great  Britain  and  the  Colonies,  and 
have  made  ufe  of  this  opinion  as  a  reality,  to 
fupport  their  propofal  in  Parliament  to  that  end, 
have  been  the  indefatigable  promoters  of  it. 
And  others,  who  were  high  in  office  in  America, 
although  they  had  before  them  daily  demonftra- 
tions  to  the  contrary,  in  order  to  juftify  the  ne¬ 
glect  and  inhuman  treatment  which  his  Majefty’s 
faithful  fubjedb  received  at  their  hands,  and  to 
throw  a  veil  over  that  mifcondudt  which  has  un- 
neceflarily  wafted  many  millions  for  the  nation, 
facrificed  its  true  interefts,  and  loft  its  honour, 
were  the  inventors  of  it.  Under  the  efforts  of 
fuch  a  combination,  we  are  not  to  befurpriled  ac 
feeing,  for  a  time,  truth  fupprefted  and  falfe- 
hood  triumphant. 

I  call  this  opinion  falfe,  becaufe  I  mean  to 
prove  it  fo,  from,  reafon,  and  a  variety  of  fadls 
known  to  thoufands.  During  the  laft  war,  there 

was 
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toas  no  part  of  his  Maje fly’s  dominions  contained 
a  greater  proportion  of  faithful  fubjeds  than 
the  i  hirteen  Colonies.  The  millions  they 
granted  to  the  Crown,  the  thoufands  lent  into 
the  field,  the  numbers  of  their  privateers  in  the 
European  and  American  Teas,  operating  againfl 
the  common  enemy,  are  convincing  proofs  of 
this  truth.  The  idea  of  didoyalty,  at  this  time, 
fcarcely  exifted  in  America  ^  or,  if  it  did,  it  was 
never  exprcfied  with  impunity.  Flow  then  can 
it  happen,  that  a  people  fo  lately  loyal,  fhould 
fo  fuddenly  become  univerfally  difloyal,  and 
firmly  attached  to  republican  Government, 
without  any  grievances  or  oppreflions  but  thofe 
in  anticipation  ?  The  tax  impofed,  and  af- 
figned  as  the  caufe  of  their  difafieflion,  was 
truly  a  relief,  not  a  burthen.  Tlad  it  been  a 
burthen,  it  was  never  felt ;  and  had  it  been  felt, 
it  was  of  a  molt  trivial  nature.  No  fines,  no 
imprifonments,  no  oppreflions,  had  been  experi¬ 
enced  by  the  Colonifts,  that  could  have  pro¬ 
duced  fuch  an  effeCt.  It  is  a  confequence  that 
does  not  accord  with  the  nature  of  the  paflions 
a°d  affections  of  man.  Reverence  for  a  Sove- 
reign  from  whom  they  have  long  received  every 
proof  of  paternal  regard  and  prote&icn,  and 
attachment  to  a  Government  under  which  they 
have  been  the  happieft  people  on  the  globe, 
with  a  predilection  for  its  laws,  religion,  man- 
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ners,  and  cufloms,  founded  in  reafon,  and 
rivetted  by  habit  and  enjoyment,  from  infancy 
to  manhood,  and  even  to  old  age,  are  not  to 
be  eradicated  by  fuch  trivial  caufes.  They  be¬ 
come  fecond  nature,  and  hard  to  be  expelled. 
If  we  fearch  the  whole  hiftory  of  human  events, 
we  fhall  not  meet  with  an  example  of  fuch  a 
fudden  change,  from  the  molt  perfedt  loyalty  to 
univerfal  difaffedtion.  On  the  contrary,  in 
every  indance  where  national  attachment  has 
been  generally  effaced,  it  has  been  effedled  by 
flow  degrees,  and  a  long  continuance  of  op- 
preflion,  not  in  profpedf,  but  in  adtual  exiftence. 
Here  we  can  conceive,  that  national  attachment 
and  affedlion,  although  fixed  by  habit,  may 
give  way  at  length  to  the  fuperior  influence  and 
didlates  of  the  firfl:  and  molt  powerful  principle 
in  human  nature,  felf-prefervation ;  but,  without 
fuch  a  caufe,  it  cannot  be  accounted  for  by 
reafon,  or  by  any  antecedent  example  in  the 

hiflory  of  mankind, 

« 

Although  the  arguments  I  have  offered,  and 
the  principles  I  have  flated,  are  fufficient  to 
difcredit  the  opinion  I  am  oppofing,  I  will 
further,  in  order  to  elucidate  the  truth,  enquire 
whether  thofe  principles  will  apply  to  the  con- 
dud!:  of  the  Americans.  Before  the  laft  war, 
there  were  men  in  America,  as  in  all  other 

countries. 


r  n  ] 

countries,  of  confiderable  abilities,  and  little  for¬ 
tune, — reftlefs  and  ambitious  fpirits, — educated 
in  republican  principles,  and  of  courfe  defti- 
tute  of  thofe  habits  and  attachments  which 
would  have  formed  and  fixed  their  loyalty ;  but 
their  number  was  fmall.  Thefe  men  fpoke 
and  wrote  of  the  independence  of  America 
as  an  event  which  might  happen  in  future,  but 
did  not  venture  to  exprefs  a  wifh  that  it  might, 
or  could  be^  in  their  time.  When  the  Stamp-ad 
took  place,  they  were  the  firft  to  incite  the  peo¬ 
ple  to  oppofmon.  The  plaufibility  of  the  argu¬ 
ments  againft  the  right  of  Parliament  to  tax 
them,  prevailed  on  many  to  think  thofe  argu- 
-  ments  reafonable,  and  to  wifh  for  a  repeal  *,  but 
thefe  reftlefs  and  unprincipled  men,  to  prepare 
the  minds  of  the  people  for  their  yet  latent 
fcheme  of  independence,  incited  mobs,  confift- 
ing  of  a  few  abandoned  men  in  two  or  three  of 
the  American  ports,  much  againft  the  tempers 
of  the  people  at  large,  to  deftroy  the  ftamped 
paper.  The  people,  in  general,  difapproved 

{a)  il  The  Independent  Refleclor” — (<  The  Indepen¬ 
dent  Whig” — and  other  fugitive  pieces,  publifhed  at 
New  York  and  Bofton,  were  evidently  calculated  to  lefTea 
the  attachment  of  the  people  to  a  mixed  Monarchy,  to  dif- 
feminate  the  principles  of  Republican  G  vernrnent,  and  to 
inculcate  in  the  minds  of  the  people  an  idea,  that  the 
Colonies  would  foon  be  great  independent  Empire, 
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of  this  violent  and  feditious  mode  of  oppofition 
to  a  Britifh  ftatute,  and  purfued  a  different  mea- 
fure,  equally  decent  and  dutiful.  They  peti¬ 
tioned  their  conflitutional  Reprefentatives,  and 
thefe  petitioned  Parliament  for  a  repeal  of  that 
Adt  y  declaring,  that  they  were  ready  to  grant 
their  proportions  of  aids  whenever  required  by 
the  Crown.  You  know,  my  Lord,  the  fuccefs 
thefe  petitions  produced.  I  can  affirm,  that,  on 
this  occafion,  very  little,  if  any,  change  wa$ 
wrought  in  the  loyalty  of  the  Colonifts,  although 
great  pains  were  not  wanting  to  effedt  it. 

When  the  Tea  a<5l  paffed,  the  fame  men,  de¬ 
termined  to  lofe  no  opportunity  of  promoting 
their  favourite  fcheme  of  independence,  ftirred 
up  the  rabble  in  feveral  of  the  fea-ports,  headed 
by  the  fmuggling  merchants,  whofe  intereft  alone 
was  affected  by  the  Adi,  to  leize  the  Tea,  and 
in  one  of  the  Colonies  to  deftroy  it.  But  in 
this  the  people  at  large  took  no  part. 

In  confequence  of  the  illegal  and  unjuflifiable 
deftrudtion  of  the  Tea  in  Bofton,  the  Adi  for 
'  Lopping  up  that  port  was  paffed.  This  afforded 
another  opportunity  for  the  exercife  of  violent 
fpirits.  Every  art  was  ufed  to  draw  the  people 
of  that  town  into  violent  meafures.  The  country 
was  called  upon  to  join  them,  but  in  vain  *,  far 
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from  any  views  of  Independence,  the  people 
honeftly  declared,  that  a  violent  ad  of  injuftice 
had  been  committed,  and  that  reparation  ought 
to  be  made. 

Thefe  daring  fpirits  having,  however,  by  va¬ 
rious  arts  and  inceffant  exertions,  procured,  in 
mofl  of  the  Colonies,  a  party  of  men  immedi¬ 
ately  interefted  in  the  repeal  of  the  Tea-ad,  of 
the  mofl:  reftlefs  difpofitions, — of  bankrupt  for- 
tunes,anddifhonefl:principles,propofed  a  general 
Congrefs,  under  pretence  of  uniting  in  decent 
and  proper  meafures ,  for  obtaining  a  repeal  of 
thefe  ftatutes.  But  they  carefully  concealed 
their  principal  defign  of  feparating  the  two 
countries,  and  eftablifhing  independent  Govern¬ 
ments  ;  becaufe  they  knew  the  minds  and  affec¬ 
tions  of  the  people,  and  even  of  fome  of  thofe 
who  were  zealous  oppofers  of  the  ads,  were  too 
firmly  attached  to  the  Britifh  Government  to 
endure  the  thought ;  and  they  had  not  as  vet  ob- 
tamed  a  power  lufficient  to  enforce  the  meafure. 

This  propofal  of  a  Congrefs  was  by  no  means 
generally  approved  by  the  people.  They 
thought,  that  their  refpedive  Affemblies  were 
molt  proper  to  petition,  and  to  obtain  a  redrefs 
of  their  grievances  ;  they  knew,  that  the  Affem- 
blies  were  their  legal  Representatives ;  that  the 
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appointment  of  a  Congrefs  would  be  by  them* 
felves  a  violation  of  thofe  rights  which  they 
complained  of  in  others  *,  and  they  were  appre¬ 
hensive,  that  perfons  illegally  appointed,  might 
not  purfue  reafonable  and  legal  meafures  *,  or  if 
they  did,  that  they  would  not  be  fo  fuccefsful 
in  the  event,  as  if  propofed  and  purfued  under 
a  conftitutional  authority.  FGr  thefe  reafons 
they  relied  on  their  Affemblies.  But,  while  the 
great  bulk  of  the  people  adted  on  fuch  rational 
and  loyal  principles,  the  violent  few  proceeded 
to  chufe  their  Committees  and  Conventions,  and 
thefe  to  chufe  their  Delegates  in  Congrefs.  Un¬ 
der  this  circumflance,  it  was  an  eafy  talk  for  the 
independent  fadtion,  to  prevail  on  a  few  reftlefs 
and  weak  men  to  appoint  many  of  their  own 
number.  However  zealous  the  eledtors  might 
be  in  oppofing  the  ftatutes  of  which  they 
wilhed  for  a  repeal,  yet  there  were  many  among 
them  whole  oppofition  was  meant  to  extend  no 
further  *,  and  therefore  we  find,  that  the  In- 
firudtions  given  to  the  Delegates  in  Congrefs 
were  fo  far  from  authorifing  them  to  promote 
the  independence  of  the  Colonies,  or  to  take 
up  arms,  that  all  of  them,  either  exprefsly,  or  by 
the  fulled  implication,  prohibited  it.  1  have  in- 
clofed,  for  your  Lordfhip’s  perufal,  extradls  of 
thofe  Inftrudtions  (b) ;  from  which  it  will  clearly 

{b)  See  the  Excrafts  in  ths  Appendix. 
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appear,  that  the  Congrefs  were  not  authorifecf 
to  purfue  any  meafures,  except  thofe  that  were 
legal,  that  perfectly  correfponded  with  their 
allegiance  to  their  Sovereign,  and  that  tended  to 
unite, and  not  to  feparate ,  the  two  countries.  Your 
Lordfhip  will  perceive,  on  comparing  thefe  In- 
ftrudions  with  the  proceedings  of  Congrefs, 
particularly  in  their  approbation  of  the  Suffolk 
refolves,  inciting  the  people  to  arms,  their  refolve 
to  make  reprilals,  and  their  feditious  letters  to 
the  people  of  England,  Ireland,  and  Canada, 
that  the  Delegates  violated  their  truft,  aded  in 
every  mealure  which  tended  to  violence  and 
fedition,  without  authority,  and  contrary  to  the 
directions  of  thofe  who  appointed  them  ;  and 
that  the  people  in  general  were  fo  far  from  in¬ 
tending  the  lead  deviation  from  their  loyalty, 
that  all  they  fought  for  was  a  redrefs  of  what 
they  thought  grievances,  by  “  prudent  and  le- 
“  gal  meafures,  and  a  more  perfed  union  of 

<c  the  two  countries  upon  conflitutional  prin- 
<c  ciples.” 

While  the  people,  who  had  given  fuch  proofs 
of  their  loyalty  in  the  lafl  war,  continued  to  ad  on 
this  ground,  although  fomeof  them  were  feduced 
by  falfe  pretences  into  meafures  of  violence,  rear 
fon  as  well  as  charity  forbids  the  conclufion  that 
even  tnefe  muft  be  difaffeded.  Seditious  oppo- 
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fitions  to  the  meafures  of  Government,  on  the* 
fame  motives,  have  been  common  in  every 
country.  It  has  ever  been  an  eafy  talk  for  a 
few  violent  and  difcontented  fpirits  to  delude, 
for  a  time,  a  part  of  the  ignorant  vulgar  into  all 
the  meafures  of  treafon,  without  their  having  a 
fpark  of  fedition  in  their  hearts.  We  cannot 
therefore  ju Illy  form  our  judgments  on  the  com¬ 
plexion  of  the  people  in  general,  from  a  view  of 
their  conduct  before  the  Declaration  of  Inde¬ 
pendence.  The  treafonable  defigns  of  their 
feducers  had  been  artfully  concealed  under 
a  variety  of  difguifes,  falfehoods,  and  frauds. 
This  threw  off  the  veil,  and  cleared  the  fight  of 
the  deluded.  Reafon  and  Confcience,  being  no 
longer  blindfold,  now  deferred  the  meafures  of 
fedition,  and  feparated  the  Loyalilt  from  the 
Traitor.  The  people  were  obliged  to  take  a 
decifive  line  of  condu£t ;  and  many  of  thofe  who 
had  been  zealous  in  the  meafures  of  oppofition, 
while  they  relied  on  the  former  ground,  now 
forfook  them. 

It  may  be  here  alked,  fince  the  people  in 
general  were  fo  averfe  to  the  appointment  and 
meafures  of  the  Congrefs,  why  did  they  not  op* 
pofe  them  ?  The  fadl  is,  that  they  did  it  both 
affirmatively  and  negatively.  They  oppofed 
them  by  a  multitude  of  publications  in  news* 
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papers  and  pamphlets,  written  with  a  fpiric 
which  difcovered  the  utmoft  firmnefs,  and  an  in¬ 
violable  attachment  to  Government ;  and  by  not 
countenancing  the  meafures  by  their  attendance 
at  the  elections.— -They  had  no  other  legal  means 
in  their  power,  and  they  had  too  much  refpedt 
for  the  laws  to  do  it  illegally.  They  could  not 
do  more  to  prevent  the  warm  and  factious  part 
of  the  community  from  attending  when  and 
where  they  thought  proper,  and  from  acting  as 
they  pleated;  becaufe  they  had  no  legal  controul 
over  them.  For  this  they  looked  up  to  the 
executive  powers  of  Government;  and  thefe,  in 
almolt  every  colony,  were  afleep. — Not  a  fingle 
exertion  was  made  to  fupprefs  the  unlawful 
aflemblies,  or  to  crufh  the  rifing  fpirit  of  fedi- 
tion,  until  it  was  too  late. — Riotous  mobs,  ftirred 
up  by  the  violent  faction,  patrolled  the  ftreets 
of  every  city  and  town,  committing  the  mod 
daring  outrages  on  the  perfons  and  properties  of 
loyal  citizens,  who  were  averfe  to  their  mea¬ 
fures,  without  the  lead  elTay  on  the  part  of  Go¬ 
vernment  to  fupprefs  them ;  and  in  fome  co¬ 
lonies  the  Officers  of  Government  themfelves 
were  either  the  leaders  of  the  faction,  or  fecretly 
gave  it  their  fupport;  while,  in  all,  fuch  was  their 
pufillanimous  and  fpiritlefs  conduct,  that  the 
Committees,  Conventions,  and  Congrefs  were 
fuffered  gradually  to  fap  the  foundations  of  their 
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eftablilhed  conftitutions,  to  throw  them  into 
confufion,  and  to  prevail  on  a  fmall  part  of  the 
people  to  take  up  arms  ( c ). 

Hitherto  the  Independents  had  deceived  the 
people  with  repeated  aflfeverations  of  their  utter 
abhorrence  of  independence,  and  of  their  inten¬ 
tions  only  to  obtain  a  redrefs  of  grievances.  This 
appears  evident,  from  all  their  petitions  to  the 
Crown,  many  of  their  refolves,  letters,  and  other 
proceedings,  down  to  the  time  of  their  Declara* 
tion  of  Independence. — But  having  now  obtain¬ 
ed  a  military  force  to  fupport  them,  they 
thought  their  fcheme  ripe  for  execution,  and 
therefore  openly  avowed  the  defign  which  they 
had  fo  induftrioufly  concealed ;  becaufe  they 
knew,  from  the  whole  tenor  of  the  people’s 
conduct,  they  held  it  in  the  greateft  deteftation. 
However,  although  the  Congrefs  were  compofed 
of  the  mod  warm  and  violent  men  in  the  Colo¬ 
nies,  and  had  an  army  at  this  time  to  fupport 
their  meafures,  the  Independent  Faction  did 

( c )  In  the  Proprietary  Colonies  of  Maryland  and  Pennfyl- 
vania,  it  was  remarkable,  that  many  of  the  Officers  of  Go* 
vernmentj  and  in  the  latter,  at  lead  five  out  of  fix  of  the  Ma- 
giftrates,  were  the  promoters  of  the  rebellion, — were  Mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Committees,  Conventions,  and  the  General 
Congrefs  were  Officers  fuperintending  military  appoint¬ 
ments,  and  procuring  military  ftores,— and  the  moft  aflive 
and  zealous  fupporters  of  military  oppoficion. 
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not  find  it  an  eafy  talk  to  carry  their  vote  of  In¬ 
dependence  againft  the  fenfe  of  the  people.  They 
laboured  the  queftion  near  a  month,  and  when 
it  was  called  for,  the  Colonies  were  divided  fix 
againft  fix.  The  Delegates  of  Pennfylvania  be¬ 
ing  alfo  divided,  the  queftion  remained  undeter¬ 
mined  until  the  next  day,  when  the  debate  was 
renewed,  and  a  fingle  Member  changing  his 
opinion,  gave  the  calling  vote.  Having  ob¬ 
tained  this  vote  in  their  favour,  the  Independent 
Fadlion  induftrioufty  fet  about  eftablifhing  them- 
felves  in  their  power,  by  inftituting  their  new 
States.  But  when  they  had  done  this  under  the 
fupport  of  military  force,  they  did  not  think  it 
iafe,  againft  the  attempts  of  a  great  majority  of 
the  people,  who  detclted  their  defign,  and  re¬ 
mained  firmly  attached  to  the  Britilh  Govern¬ 
ment  ;  therefore,  effedtually  to  prevent  all  future 
oppofition,  they  fupprefted  the  liberty  of  the 
prefs,  difarmed  every  perfon  whom  they  thought 
difaffedted  to  their  meafures,  and  paired  a  num¬ 
ber  of  laws  to  compel  the  people  to  abjure  their 
allegiance  to  their  Sovereign,  and  take  an  oath 
to  their  own  States — to  attaint  the  lives  and 
confifcate  the  eftates  of  every  perfon  adling  in 
oppofition  to  their  defign  ; — making  it  highly 
penal  to  fpeak  or  write  againft  their  proceedings, 
and  declaring  it  high  treafon  to  adhere  to,  aid, 
or  aftift  the  Britilh  crown  j — all  which  were  car- 
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ried  into  execution  with  the  greateft  inhumanity. 
Under  thefe  laws,feveral  were  imprifoned,  many 
banifhed,  and  not  a.  few  fuffered  death  •>  on  the 
whole,  more  than  in  any  civil  war  or  revolution 
of  Government  hitherto  known. 

The  Congrefs  could  not  expedt  by  thefe  mea- 
fures  to  work  a  change  in  the  minds  of  the  peo¬ 
ple,  or  to  draw  them  from  their  former  loyalty 
to  an  adherence  to  thefe  New  States. — They  were 
too  well  acquainted  with  the  human  mind  not  to 
know,  that  opinions  formed  by  long  continued 
habits,  and  beneficial  enjoyments,  were  not 
eafily  removed  ;  and  that  violence  and  cruelty 
rather  tended  to  fix,  than  alter,  the  principles  of 
men.  The  extent  of  their  views  was  to  fubdue 
the  fpirits  of  the  people,  and  deter  them  from  art 
open  and  avowed  oppofition.  In  this  they,  iq 
fome  degree,  fucceeded.  The  people  robbed  of 
their  arms,  deprived  of  the  liberty  of  writing  or 
fpeaking  their  fentiments,  and  labouring  under 
every  mifchief  that  tyranny  could  devife  or  in¬ 
humanity  infkdt,  faw  their  own  fafety  involved 
in  an  involuntary  acquiefcence,  until  the  power 
of  their  Sovereign  (hould  enable  them  to  adt  a 
more  decifive  part.  But  at  the  fame  time  they 
manifefted  by  their  condudt,  that  they  were  de* 
termined  not  to  aflift  in  fupporting  or  counte¬ 
nancing,  more  than  they  could  help,  thofe  mea- 
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fares  which  they  difapproved,  and  that  Govern¬ 
ment  which  they  wiffied  to  deftroy.  Men  of 
property  and  incorrupt  principles,  for  this  rea- 
fon,  have  in  all  the  States  very  generally  with- 
ftood  felicitations  to  accept  of  offices  under  their 
authority,  leaving  them  to  be  filled  by  the  molt 
unprincipled  and  abandoned  among  the  people. 
And  from  the  fame  motive  have  they  declined, 
from  the  beginning,  to  attend,  or  be  in  any 
wife  concerned  in  the  ele&ions  of  Committees, 
Conventions,  Congrefifes,  or  any  of  the  Mem¬ 
bers  of  the  New  States _ This  has  been  fo  ge¬ 

nerally  the  fa£t,  that  we  have  feen,  ever  fince  the 
rebellion  began,  thefe  public  bodies  in  all  the 
States  appointed  by  lefs  than  one-tenth  part  of 
the  people.  In  one  by  lefs  than  one- fortieth, 
in  another  by  one  hundred  and  fiftieth  part,  and 
in  another,  by  one  perfon  only,  where  there 
were  a  thoufand  ( d ). 

Such  was  the  oppofition  given  by  the  loyal 
part  of  the  people  to  the  meafures  of  fedition. 

(d)  In  Pennfylvania,  where  there  are  upwards  of  30,000 
voters,  all  the  Members  of  the  New  State  were  chofen  for  the 
year  1778  by  lefs  than  200. — In  New  York,  at  a  conteffed 
election  for  the  fame  year,  when  two  perfons  contended  for 
the  office  of  Governor,  they  were  not  able  to  prevail  on 
more  than  1000  voters  to  attend,  although  all  the  people 
capable  of  voting  in  that  large  province  had  a  right  to  vote. 
In  King’s  County,  Mr.  Boerum  was  chofen  by  one  perfon 
only,  although  that  diftrift  contained  near  loco  voters. 
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What  other  oppofition  could  they  give  ?  The 
Officers  of  Government  were  the  promoters  of 
that  rebellion  which  it  was  their  duty  to  fupprefs. 
— Inftead  of  calling  on  the  people  to  affift  in 
oppofing  it,  they  were  daily  inciting  them  to 
take  in  it  an  a&ive  pai;t.  The  loyalifts  were 
difarmed,— and  their  arms  given  to  rebels. — 
And  had  they  retained  their  arms,  they  had  no 
commifficn  under  the  Crown  to  make  ufe  of 
them  in  favour  of  Government.  And  without 
fuch  authority,  they  knew  that,  by  law,  whoever 
ffiould  take  up  arms,  would  be  guilty  of  high- 
treafon,  and  every  homicide  would  amount  to 
the  crime  of  murder. 

But  thefe  are  not  all  the  proofs  that  may  be 
adduced  in  favour  of  the  unffiaken  fidelity  of 
the  people  in  general  of  the  revolted  Colonies. 
We  have  feen  them,  wherever  the  Britiffi  army 
have  marched,  receiving  the  troops  with  every 
mark  of  gladnefs,  and  particularly  in  Philadel¬ 
phia,  with  fuch  acclamations  of  joy  in  every 
flreet,  that  a  Britiffi  general,  whofe  mind  had 
been  impreffed  with  different  ideas,  could  not  re¬ 
frain  crying  out,  “  Surely  this  muff  be  more 
than  ffiow.”  We  have  feen  them,  during  the 
fpace  of  near  nine  months,  while  the  Britiffi 
army  remained  in  Philadelphia,  daily  fupplying, 
at  the  rifque  of  their  lives,  that  army,  the  Britiffi 
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navy,  and  the  inhabitants,  confiding  of  not  lefs 
than  fifty  thoufand  fouls,  with  every  kind  of 
.provifions  from  the  country  of  which  the  rebel 
army  had  the  complete  pofleffion.  We  have 
feen  them,  at  the  fame  time,  refufing  thofe  fup- 
plies  to  the  rebel  General,  breaking  their  car¬ 
riages,  concealing  their  horfes,  difobeying  his 
proclamations,  and  differing  their  grain  to  be 
taken  from  them  without  price,  rather  than  be 
the  inftruments  of  aiding  the  enemies  of  their 
Sovereign.  We  have  feen  them  coming  from 
all  quarters  of  the  Middle  Colonies  into  the 
Britilh  lines,  to  give  intelligence  of  the  date  of 
the  enemy,  and  of  the  good  difpofitions  of 
the  people  towards  Government.  We  have 
feen  many  thoufands  flying  over  to  the  Britiffi 
troops  for  prote&ion,  or  concealing  themfelves 
in  diftant  provinces  where  they  were  unknown,  or 
taking  refuge  even  amongft  the  favages,  to  avoid 
entering  into  the  war  againfi:  their  fellow-lubjedts 
in  this  country,  and  at  the  fame  time  thoufands  of 
them  in  arms  as  volunteers ,  ferving  in  their  be¬ 
half  without  receiving  pay  or  clothing.  We  have 
feen,  from  the  beginning  of  independence  to  this 
day,  a  great  majority  of  the  Colonifts,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  exceffive  penalty  of  treble  taxes, 
disfranchifements,  and  the  lois  of  that  liberty 
which  the  mind  of  man  holds  more  valuable 
than  wealth,  remain  nonjurors  to  the  States,  and 
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with  a  perfeverance  which  does  honour  to  hu¬ 
man  nature,  yet  adhere  to  their  former  allegi¬ 
ance.  We  have  leen  the  Colonies  in  the  lafl:  war, 
when  the  numbers  of  their  people  were  one- 
third  lefs  than  they  are  at  prefent,  with  cheerful- 
nefs,  on  the  requifition  of  the  Crown,  raifing 
and  fending  into  the  Held  2  5,000  regular  troops ; 
and  yet,  that  the  Congrefs  and  new  States,  with 
innumerable  falfehoods  and  frauds  to  feduce, 
exceflive  bounties  to  allure,  and  the  feveral  laws 
to  compel  (*),  have  not  been  able  to  raife  a 
regular  army  of  more  than  half  that  number. 
We  have,  at  the  fame  time  alfo,  feen  thofe 
people,  notwithftanding  the  fmall  compafs  of 
the  Britifli  lines,  flocking  over  to  the  Provincial 
corps,  and  filling  up  their  numbers  equal  to  the 

( e )  Sir  William  Howe’s  letter  of  the  3d  of  September 
1776.  “  The  inhabitants  of  Long  lfland,  many  of  whom 

had  been  forced  into  the  Rebellion ,  have  all  fubmitted,  and 
are  ready  to  take  the  oaths  of  allegiance.”  Of  the  12th  of 
February  1777.  u  They  (the  Rebel  States)  confcious  that 
their  whole  hake  depends  upon  the  fuccefs  of  the  next  cam¬ 
paign,  ufe  every  compulfory  means  to  thofe  who  do  not  enter 
voluntarily  into  their  fervice.”  And  his  letter  of  the  5th  of 
March,  1 778.  “  Great  ftruggles  are  making  throughout  the 

provinces,  to  affemble  a  numerous  army  in  the  fpring, 
and  the  molt  oppreffive  and  arbitrary  means  exercifed  to 
draw  the  people  to  the  field,  who,  almoft  generally ,  fhew 
extreme  backvjardnefs  to  their  fervice,  and,  in  feme  inftances, 
have  forcibly  reffied  the  tyranny  of  their  rulers.” 
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rebel  army,  and  fitting  out  upwards  of  1 66 
privateers,  which  are  daily  operating  againft  the 
common  enemy.  We  have  feen,  that  three-fourths 
of  the  rebel  army  have  been  generally  compofed 
of  Englifb,  Scotch,  and  Irifh,  while  icarcely 
the  lmall  proportion  of  one- fourth  are  Ameri¬ 
cans,  notwithstanding  the  fevere  and  arbitrary 
laws  to  force  them  into  the  fervice.  We  have 
leen  them  in  the  Colonies  of  North  Carolina, 
Maryland,  the  Delaware  counties,  New  Jerley, 
and  New  York,  patiently  fuffering,  for  a  time, 
under  their  opprefiions,  and  at  length,  in  large 
bodies,  with  a  few  concealed  arms,  pitchforks, 
and  clubs,  indifcreetly  rifing  in  favour  of  Govern¬ 
ment.  We  have  feen  whole  counties  refufing  to 
be  drafted,  and  the  troops  of  others  when 
drafted,  in  a  body  of  five  hundred  men,  with 
arms  in  their  hands,  refufe  to  join  the  Rebel 
army  againft  their  Sovereign,  and  another  body 
of  the  fame  number  when  jo  ned,  difmifled  by 
the  Rebel  Commander,  becaufe  too  much  at¬ 
tached  to  the  Britifh  Government  (f).  And  we 
have  feen  many  thousands  fuffcring  baniftiments, 
connfcauons,  profcriptions,  and  dea  h  itfelf, 
for  active  fervices  done  by  them  tor  Govern¬ 
ment,  and  becaufe  they  could  not  abjure  tne 

(f)  Thefe  fa&s  happened  in  September  1777,  when 
Walhington  lay  in  Fennf\  Ivania. 
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bed  of  Sovereigns.  Such  are  the  unparalleled 
fufferings,  virtue  and  fidelity  of  thofe  unhappy 
people,  whofe  untainted  loyalty  has  been  fhame- 
fully  traduced  in  the  wild  politics  of  a  faction. 

1  will  not,  my  Lord,  trouble  you  with  more 
fads,  though  many  remain  to  be  told ;  I  truft 
thofe  1  have  mentioned  are  fufficient  to  prove, 
that  by  far  the  greater  part  of  the  people  have 
withilood  every  fpecies  of  fed udion  and  force 
to  draw  them  from  their  allegiance  to  their 
Sovereign.  That  a  number  of  the  Colonifts, 
incautious  and  blindfolded,  fell  into  the  fnares 
of  a  few  ambitious  and  interefted  men,  is  a  truth  ^ 
but  it  is  alfo  true,  that  many  of  that  number, 
fince  the  declaration  of  independence,  have 
changed  their  minds  on  rational  principles. 
They  have,  from  dill  refling  experience,  found 
themfelves  deceived  by  their  leaders.  They 
were  told,  that  they  were  opprefied  by  Great 
Britain,  which  they  believed  without  feeling  the 
opprefilon.  And  they  were  taught  to  believe, 
that  they  would  extricate  themfelves  from  it  by 
a  military  oppofition,  and  by  no  other  means. 
They  reafoned  at  this  time  only  from  what  they 
were  told  •,  but  fince  their  independence,  they 
have  melancholy  caufe  to  reafon  from  their 
feelings.  All  that  they  now  hear,  fee,  or  fee], 

convinces 
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convinces  them  that  they  knew  no  opprefiion 
then,  and  that  by  their  own  delufion  they  are 
now  become  flaves  to  arbitrary  power.  They 
are  daily  comparing  their  former  happinefs  with 
their  prefent  mifery  and  diftrefs.  When  they 
have  retrofpeft  to  their  former  condition,  they 
recoiled  that  their  lands  were  fully  cultivated, 
their  mechanic  arts  flourifhed,  their  labourers 
were  numerous,  their  harvefts  were  plentiful, 
their  commerce  was  extenfive,  their  govern¬ 
ments  mild  and  free,  their  laws  reafonable  and 
juft,  their  perfons  and  properties  fafe  from  in- 
fult  or  opprefiion,  their  religion  fecured,  their 
country  and  its  commerce  protected  by  the  fleets 
and  armies  of  Great  Britain,  their  taxes  light 
and  trifling  beyond  all  parallel,  and  that  they 
and  their  forefathers  had  enjoyed  greater  happi- 
nefs  than  any  people  on  earth. 

Such  are  the  pieafing  and  endearing  fcenes 
which  the  late  ftate  of  America  is  daily  recall¬ 
ing  to  the  memories  of  the  deluded  people  in 
that  country,  while  every  fenfe  capable  of  plea- 
fure  or  pain  is  conftantly  upbraiding  them  with 
their  folly,  and  proclaiming  thefe  melancholy 
truths  :  That  their  labourers,  mechanics,  and 
artifts  have  been  dragged  into  the  field  of  battle, 
where,  or  in  military  hofpitals,  they  have  mi- 
ferably  periflied  j  that  their  fhipping  are  de- 
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ftroyed,  their  commerce  ruined, — their  govern¬ 
ments  arbitrary,  under  a  femblance  of  freedom, 
—their  laws  cruel  and  fanguinary, — their  per- 
fons,  properties,  and  lives  in  continual  jeopardy, 
—their  religion  in  danger  from  the  unrelenting 
power  of  Popifh  fuperftition, — their  taxes  ex¬ 
ceeding  the  value  of  their  property,  and  impof- 
fible  to  be  fuftained, — and  not  one  fpark  of  that 
felicity  they  fo  lately  enjoyed,  now  left  in  their 
pofTeflion. 

If  we  look  into  human  nature,  its  pafiions 
and  affedions,  and  particularly  into  the  prin¬ 
ciples  of  felf-intereft  and  prefervation,  which 
we  know  govern  its  opinions  and  condud,  can 
we  hefitate  a  moment  to  conclude,  that  fo  great 
an  alteration  in  the  circumftances  of  men,  from 
a  (late  of  felicity  to  that  of  mifery,  mu  ft  work  a 
change  in  the  difpofuions  of  many  of  the  difaf- 
feded  ?  It  feems  impoftible.  However,  let  the 
conclufions  drawn  from  thofe  premifes  be  what 
they  may,  the  fad  perfedly  coincides  with  the 
rational  conclufion,  infpmuch  that  I  am  con¬ 
vinced,  from  what  1  have  feen  and  know  of  the 
difpofuions  of  the  people  in  that,  country,  if  the 
terror  was  taken  off  their  minds,  if  the  new 

States  were  dilTolved,  the  rebel  force  difbanded, 

% 

the  Briiifh  troops  withdrawn,  and  the  people  of 
courfe  left  to  their  free  and  unbiaiTtd  fuflrages, 

that 
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that  nine  perfons  out  of  ten  in  the  whole  revolted 
Colonies  would  vote  for  a  conftitutional  union 
with,  and  dependence  on,  the  Britifh  State-,  and 
I  am  alfo  confident,  that  this  union  and  depend¬ 
ence  might  be  eafily  fecured  on  thofe  principles 
of  policy  which  ever  did,  and  alone  can  pre- 
ferve  the  union  of  the  ieveral  members  of  the 
Empire. 

Your  Lord fh ip,  I  fufpefl,  will  here  afk,  what 
then  is  to  be  done  in  the  prefent  fituation  of 
affairs,  to  bring  the  people  of  America  back  to 
their  allegiance  to  the  Crown  ?  Are  we  to  treat 
with  the  Congrefs,  or  the  New  States  ?  By  no 
means,  my  Lord  ;  this  would  be  totally  incon- 
fiftent  with  thofe  juft  and  indefeafible  claims  of 
right  to  the  territory  and  fovereignty  of  the 
country,  which  has  been  conftantly  maintained, 
with  the  fafety  of  a  multitude  of  loyal  fubje&s, 
who  with  unparalleled  fidelity,  and  fortitude  of 
mind,  have  i'acrificed  to  their  principles  all  that 
men  can  forfeit,  and  with  that  humanity  and 
dignity  for  which  the  Britifh  State  has  ever  been 
diftinguifhed  among  nations.  There  is  no  one 
motive,  founded  in  reafon,  which  can  lead  to 
fuch  a  treaty.  The  Congrefs,  or  the  New 
States,  as  has  been  (hewn,  are  not  the  Repre- 
fentatives  of  one-tenth  part  of  the  community, 
and  confequently  have  no  authority  to  treat ;  fo 
*  far 
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far  from  if,  that  they  are,  in  reality,  the  ufurp- 
ers  of  a  deipotic  power  over  nine-tenths  of  the 
people,  which  the  honor  of  Government  is 
bound  to  dedroy.  Under  thefe  circurnftances, 
no  terms,  however  ratified  by  the  Congrefs  or 
New  States,  could  create  any  real  obligation  on 
the  people.  They  would  be  at  liberty  to  depart 
from  them  at  pleafure.  But  there  is  not  the 
lead  reafon  to  believe  that  they  would  ever  ac¬ 
cede  to  any  terms  which  will  not  lead  to  a  fepa- 
ration  of  the  two  Countries ;  to  which  I  may 
add,  there  is  not  the  lead  apparent  neceflity  for 
fuch  a  meafure.  An  union  between  the  two 
Countries  mud  and  may  be  eafily  fettled  with 
different  perfons,  and  upon  different  principles 

from  thofe  upon  which  Congrefs  will  ever  fettle 
them. 

The  perfons  proper  to  be  treated  with,  if  I 
may  ufe  the  exprefiion  where  fubjedts  are  con¬ 
cerned,  are  the  true  Reprefen tatives  of  the 
people  at  large  in  the  feveral  Colonies.  A  com¬ 
pact  of  uniorr  made  with  them,  we  may  rea- 
fonably  expe£t  will  be  founded  in  the  mutual 
intereds  of  both  Countries,  becaufe  their  in- 
tereds  are  truly  the  fame.  Their  affent  will 
make  it  binding,  and-  therefore  permanent. 
But  in  order  to  enable  the  people  to  choofe 
their  Reprefentatives,  the  force  which  prevents 

it 
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it  muft  be  removed.  This,  I  know,  has  been 
thought  an  arduous  talk  ;  but  the  fentiment  is 
founded  in  miftake,  arifing  from  a  mifrepre- 
fentation  of  the  rebel  force,  and  the  practicabi¬ 
lity  of  reducing  the  rebellion.  A  Clinton, 
whofe  loyalty  to  his  Sovereign,  and  attachment 
to  his  country,  are  untainted,  and  whofe  mili¬ 
tary  abilities  remain  undifputed,  is  in  the  field. 
He  will  reverfe  the  policy  and  conduct  of  his 
predecdfor,  and  with  much  lefs  force  remove 
that  tyranny  which  has  hitherto  feparated  the 
loyal  part  of  the  people  from  their  Sovereign. 
This*  done,  there  is  \  no  one  who  is  acquainted 
with  the  difpofitions  of  the  people  in  general  of 
the  revolted  Colonies,  who  can  hefitate  to  be¬ 
lieve  that  they  will  with  cheerfulnefs  accept  of, 
and  fubmit  to,  any  reafonable  terms  of  accom¬ 
modation  :  And  the  more  thofe  terms  adhere  to 
the  principles  of  the  Britifh  Confiitution  ;  the 
more  they  accord  with  that  policy  which  unites 
and  cements  the  members  of  a  State  in  perpe¬ 
tual  harmony  with  each  other;  the  more  they 
tend  to  difrufe  the  fame  meafure  of  power  and 
the  fame  degree  of  liberty  throughout  the  em¬ 
pire,  and  to  make  them  one  people,  the  more 
zealoufiy  will  they  be  embraced.  Every  devia¬ 
tion  from  thofe  great  principles  of  policy  wid  in 
a  proportionate  degree  be  accepted  with  reluc¬ 
tance,  and  be  productive  of  future  mifchiefs. 

What 
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What  thefe  terms  ought  to  be,  it  would  be 
prefumptuous  in  me  to  determine  *,  I  will  there¬ 
fore  only  add,  that  the  time  for  propofing  them 
fliould  be  as  foon  as  the  ufurped  authority  of  the 
New  States  is  fupprefled.  In  every  Colony 
where  this  is  done,  a  reprelentation  of  the 
people  ihould  be  called,  and  the  terms  imme* 
diately  propofed.  At  this  time  fadlion  will  be 
fupprefled,  and  a  delegation  formed,  of  the  mod 
reasonable  and  loyal  part  of  the  Colony.  That 
lawleis  ambition  which  firft  fowea  the  feeds  of 
Independence,  and  has  fince  fuftained  the  re¬ 
bellion,  will  hide  its  head,  nor  dare  to  enter  the 
public  council.  Reafon  will  take  place,  and 
the  great  obje&s  of  difcuflion  will  reft  in  the 
eftablifhment  of  tnat  meafure  of  power  and  li¬ 
berty,  which  will  perpetuate  to  the  latefl  period 
or  time  an  union  and  political  harmony  between 
the  two  Countries. 

I  am,  my  Lord,  &c. 
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1  LETTER  III. 

MY  LORD, 

IN  order  to  treat  of  the  conduct  of  the  war  in 
the  Middle  Colonies,  in  which  is  involved 
a  much  agitated  queftion,  whether  the  force 
was  adequate  to  the  objedb,  we  mull  begin  with 
a  view  of  that  force— of  the  force  in  oppofuion, 
and  of  the  fituation  of  the  revolted  Colonies  at 
the  time.  A  genuine  date  of  the  fa6ts  involved 
in  thefe  fubje&s  will  throw  great  light  upon  the 
queftion,  and  prepare  the  mind  forjudging  with 
candour  on  fu-bfequent  fadls  and  remarks. 


The  foot  and  cavalry,  fent  over  to  America,  a- 
mounted  to  52,8 1 5. --Of  that  number 40, 874 were 
under  the  command  of  Sir  William  Howe  ( g ). 
— So  great  a  force,  with  all,  and  more  than  its  ne- 
celfary  appointments,  prepared  in  fo  (hort  a  time, 
never  before  eroded  the  Atlantic,  or  any  other 
ocean.  We  may  therefore  fafely  pronounce  it 
the  refult  of  fuperior  wifdom  and  unparalleled 
exertion.  Exertion  fo  “  deciftve  and  mafterly,” 
and  fo  far  beyond  what  the  Commander  himfelf 
a  Iked  for,  or  expefted,  that  he  could  not  avoid 
w  exprefiing  his  amazement  (£),” 

Wherv 

(g)  Major  General  Robertfon’s  Evidence  before  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  MS.  p.  34. 

{b)  In  his  Letter,  dated  8th  of  June  1776,  Sir  William 
Howe  is  fo  fai  from  complaining  that  the  force  lent  over  was 
inadequate  to  its  objetf,  that  he  decifively  declares  to  the 
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When  Sir  VY.  Howe  arrived  at  Staten  I  Hand, 
the  refolutions  of  Congrefs,  recommending  in^ 
dependence  to  the  Colonies,  had  juft  paffed. — 
The  powers  of  the  old  Governments  were  not  en¬ 
tirely  deftroyed,  nor  the  new  States  eftabliftted. 
— The  Independents  themfelves  were  divided 
into  fadlions  refpe&ing  the  forms  of  Govern¬ 
ment  they  meant  to  inftitute.  All  their  affairs 
were  embarraffed,  and  in  the  greateft  confufton. 
The  rebel  force,  which  had  been  feduced  into 
arms,  under  a  pretence  of  obtaining  a  redrefs  of 
grievances,  did  not  amount  to  18,000  men, 
militia  included. 

Having  thus  before  us  the  number  of  troops  of 
both  parties,  it  is  neceffary,to  a  further  elucidation 
of  the  truth,  to  take  a  comparative  view  of  the 
real  force  of  each  in  the  military  balance  (*)• 

The  Britifh  army  was  commanded  by  able  and 
experienced  officers,  the  rebel  by  men  deftitute 
of  military  (kill  or  experience  *,  and,  for  the  moft 
part,  taken  from  mechanic  arts  or  the  plough, 
—The  firft  were  poffcffed  of  the  beft  appoint- 

contrary. — “  I  cannot  take  my  leave  of  your  Lordfhip,  with¬ 
out  exrreffing  my  utter  amazement  at  the  decijive  and  majicrly 
firokes  for  carrying  fueh  ex  eo five  plans  into  immediate 
execution ,  as -have  been  eff  died  fince  your  Lordfhip  has  af- 
fumeci  the  conducting  of  this  war,  which  is  already  roofl 
happily  experienced,  by  thofe  who  have  the  honour  of  ferv- 
ing  here  under  your  au/pices 

(/)  See  a  comparative  view  of  the  apparent  force  or  each, 
jp-tjie  Appendix. 
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ments,  and  of  more  than  they  could  ufe,  and 
the  other  of  the  worft,  and  lefs  than  they  want¬ 
ed. — The  one  were  attended  by  the  ableft  fur- 
geons  and  phyficians,  healthy  and  high-lpirited, 
— the  other  were  negledted  in  their  health, 
clothing,  and  pay  ;  were  fickly,  and  conftantly 
murmuring  and  diffatisfied  ; — and  the  one  were 
veteran  troops,  carrying  victory  and  conqueil 
wherefoever  they  were  led  ;  the  other  were  new 
raifed  and  undifciplined,  a  panic-ftruck  and  de¬ 
feated  enemy  whenever  attacked;  fuch  is  the  true 
comparative  difference  between  the  force  fent  to 
fupprefs,  and  that  which  fupported  the  rebellion. 

Another  matter,  which  has  too  long  been  a 
queftion  with  the  Public,  ought  to  be  cleared 
up— -I  mean,  whether  the  General  commanding 
the  Britifh  troops  has  been  confined  by  peremp¬ 
tory  inftru&ions,  which  weakened  his  operations, 
and  obftrudted  the  great  defign  of  the  war.  It  is 
fufficient  on  this  head  to  obferve,  that  the  Gene¬ 
ral  has  net  availed  himfelf  in  his  vindication  of 
fo  material  a  defence;  and  the  letters  of  the 
American  Secretaries  of  State  prove  that  he  was 
left  to  his  own  judgment  in  forming  and 
executing  his  plans  in  every  inftance,  ex¬ 
cept  one  (£),  which  he  unfortunately  negledl- 

(£)  Thefe  inftru&ions  were,  to  fupport  the  Northern 
rmy,  and  to  make  a  diverfion  in  its  favour  cn  the  New- 
England  Coafts.  Lord  George  Germaine’s  Letter,  3d  March, 
*77  7* 
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ed,  and  by  that  negledb  facrificed  a  Brr- 
tifh  army,  and  involved  his  country  in  a  de¬ 
gree  of  difgrace  it  never  before  had  expe¬ 
rienced. 

Upon  this  (late  of  the  general  and  moft  mate¬ 
rial  faffs,  your  Lordfhip  will  naturally  afk  a 
queftion,  to  which  you  will  expefl  a  general  an- 
fwer.  How  then,  fince  the  Britifti  Commander 
had  a  force  fo  much  fuperior  to  his  enemy,  has 
it  happened  that  the  rebellion  has  not  been  long 
ago  fuppreffed  ?  The  caufe,  my  Lord,  however 
inveloped  in  mifreprefentation  on  this  fide  of  the 
Atlantic,  is  no  fecret  in  America. — It  has  been 
long  lamented  there,  by  thoufands  of  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  faithful  fubjefts,  while  the  rebels  have  re¬ 
peatedly  announced  it  in  their  publications 
with  triumphant  infolence  and  ridicule — Friends 
and  foes  unite  in  declaring,  that  it  has  been  ow¬ 
ing  to  want  of  wifdom  in  the  plans,  and  of  vi¬ 
gour  and  exertion  in  the  execution. 

To  fupport  this  truth,  fo  univerfally  adopted 
in  America,  before  I  defcend  to  particular  ope¬ 
rations,  I  will  Brft  treat  of  the  general  conduct 
of  the  war. — The  Commander  in  Chief  never 
began  his  operations  until  the  middle  of  June. 
A  part  of  that  month,  and  the  whole  of  April 
and  May,  when  the  feafon  is  moderate,  and 
moft  proper  for  aftion,  and  the  roads  are  good, 
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were  wantonly  waded  ^  while  a  variety  of  the 
mod  cogent  motives  pointed  to  an  early  and 
vigorous  campaign.  In  thefe  months,  the  re¬ 
bel  army  was  always  reduced  to  its  weakelt 
date.  Its  numbers  were  diminifhed  by  incef- 
fant  and  excefiive  fatigue,  ficknefs,  and  defer- 
tion  (/) ;  and  thofe  who  remained  were  naked, 
half  darved,  and  deftitute  of  fupplies.  It  was 
in  the  months  of  April  and  May  that  recruits 
for  the  rebel  army  were  chiefly  procured,  who 
never  could  join  it  before  the  month  of  June. 
And  it  was  apparent,  in  every  year,  that  the 
operations  of  the  Britifh  army,  as  foon  as  be¬ 
gun,  however  indolent,  never  failed  to  fink  the 
fpirits  of  the  rebellious  to  fuch  a  degree,  as  to¬ 
tally  to  obftrudt  the  recruiting  lervice.  In  vain 
did  thefe  inviting,  thefe  importunate  circum- 
dances,  againft  which  nothing  ought  to  have 
prevailed  but  fome  momentous  and  infuperabie 
difficulty,  prefs  the  General  to  take  the  field. 
He  preferred  the  pleafures  of  indolence  and 
didipation,  to  a  difcharge  of  his  duty  to  his 
country  •,  fooiifhly  reding,  for  his  vindication, 
upon  an  apology  as  groundlefs  as  it  was  unmili¬ 
tary.  His  army  could  not  move,  as  is  alleged, 
C4  until  the  green  forage  was  to  be  found  on 
the  ground.”  Had  this  been  fa the  green 

(/;  Sir  W.  H - e’s  Letter,  5th  March,  177S. 

forage 
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forage  is  always  fufficiently  grown  in  the  mid* 
die  of  May.  But  waving  this  argument,  he 
knew  that  dry  forage  was  much  more  hearty 
food  for  his  horfes  than  green.  That  he  might 
have  carried  the  fame  forage  with  them  for  a 
time,  which  fuflained  them  in  their  quarters. 
That  the  country  was  full  of  dry  forage  of  every 
kind;  and  that  he  had  ever  obtained  it  when 
he  food  in  need  of  it,  whether  in  the  field  or  in 
his  quarters  (m),  and  confequently  that  he  could 
not  fail  of  procuring  it  in  any  month  in  the 
year.  - 

The  General  affefled  to  -believe,  that 
the  people  of  that  country  were  generally  in 

•rebellion. - 1  fay  he  affected,  becaufe  he 

could  not  really  believe  it. — He  had  too 
many  daily  proofs  of  the  contrary. — He  faw 
Gentlemen  of  influence  and  fortune  conftantly 
coming  over  to  him  in  his  quarters,  or  in  the 
field,  and  tendering  their  fervices. — He  faw  re¬ 
peated  attempts  made  by  bodies  of  men  to  form 
themfelves  in  arms,  and  to  afiift  him  in  fupp  re  fil¬ 
ing  the  rebellion. — He  faw  many  of  the  inhabit¬ 
ants  fined,  imprifoned,  and  fuffering  death  it- 

( W )  Sir  W.  H ’s  Letter,  17  th  Jan.  1778.  Lord  Corn¬ 
wallis  procures,  “  from  the  country,  forage  fufficient  for  the 
“  winter  confumption.” 

felf 
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feif  on  account  of  their  loyalty  («). — He  faw 
many  thoufands  refufing  to  take  the  oaths  of 
allegiance  to  the  New  States,  or  to  abjure  their 
Sovereign. — And  yet,  contrary  to  thefe  proofs, 
he,  with  many  of  his  General  Officers,  affe&ed 
to  believe  then,  and  have  fince  declared,  that 
the  people  of  that  country  were  almoft  unani¬ 
mously  difaffefled  to  the  Crown.  Under  this 
pretence,  we  have  feen  him  decline  to  intruftthe 
faithful  and  loyal  fubjedls  with  arms,  or  to 
make  ufe  of  the  well-affedled  force  in  the  Colo¬ 
nies  to  affiil  him  in  reducing,  or  in  defending 
after  reduced,  either  cities  or  provinces. 

When  he  paffied  through  New  Jerfey,  and 
drove  the  panic-ftruck  rebel  force  out  of  that 
country,  no  ftep  was  taken  to  embody  and 
arm  the  friends  of  Government,  who  were  ready 
and  anxious  to  be  employed  in  difarming  the 

(n)  Sir  William  Howe’s  letters  prove  the  truths  I  have  en¬ 
deavoured  to  lupport. — In  that  dated  8th  Jens,  1776,  he 
fays,  he  landed  his  troops,  “  to  the  great  joy  of  a  moft  faith- 
4 ‘  ful  and  loyal  people. — That  he  has  great  reafon  to  expedl  a 
“  numerous  body  of  the  inhabitants  to  join  the  army  from  the 
“  provinces  of  New  York,  the  Jerfeys,  and  Connedicut ; 
“  who,  in  this  time  of  universal  oppreffion,  only  wait  for 
“  opportunities  to  give  proofs  of  their  loyalty  and  zeal  for 
t(  Government  Letter  20th  December,  .1776 — “  The 
“  chain  of  cantonments  is  rather  too  exter.five,  but  I  was 
“  induced  to  occupy  Burlington  to  cover  the  county  of 
f‘  Mcnm^uth,  in  which  there  are  many  loyal  inhabitants 

difaffe&ed. 
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di faffected,  in  reftoring  the  province  to  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  peace,  and  in  defending  it  when  the  army 
fhould  proceed  in  its  other  neceffary  operations. 
In  Philadelphia,  where  a  militia  might  have 
been  formed  fufficient,  with  the  aftiftance  of 
1000  regulars,  and  a  few  vefiels  of  war,  to  have 
defended  it  againft  any  force  which  could  have 
been  brought  againft  it,  while  the  Britifh  army 
was  operating  againft  the  main  body  of  the  re¬ 
bel  army,  there  was  the  fame  unpardonable 
omiffion,  although  he  remained  in  that  city  near 
nine  months. 

Surely,  my  Lord,  you  will  think  a  condudt 
like  this  was  contrary  to  found  policy  ;  nay,  to 
the  plain  didtates  of  common-fenfe.  A  fmall 
lhare  of  knowledge  of  that  policy,  which  every 
fuccefsful  Conqueror  has  ever  purfued,  would 
have  taught  the  Britifh  Commander,  that  no 
extenfive  country  was  ever  yet  reduced  and  re¬ 
tained  without  the  aftiftance  of  its  inhabitants  •, 
and  that  it  ever  has  been  the  practice  of  all  great 
men,  when  they  have  entered  an  extended  ter¬ 
ritory  with  a  view  of  conqueft,  to  gain  a  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  prejudices,  refentments,  and  attach¬ 
ments  of  the  people,  to  take  advantage  of  them, 
and  to  apply  them  to  the  objedt  they  meant  to 
obtain.  And  in  order  to  effect  this,  if  they 
found  any  parties  difaffedted  to  the  power  in  op- 
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j^ofition,  it  was  their  obvious  policy  and  prac¬ 
tice  to  embrace  them  with  cordiality  and  con¬ 
fidence,  and  to  attach  them  to  their  intered  by 
every  means  which  reafon  and  experience  could 
fugged.  But  his  condudt  was  a  perfedt  con¬ 
trail;  to  this  pradlice.  He  entered  a  country  in 
length  1500,  and  in  breadth  300  miles.  He 
found  it  divided  into  two  parties, — one,  and  by 
far  the  major  part  of  the  inhabitants,  were  well 
affebted  to  his  meafures,  and  many  were 
delirous  to  aflid  in  his  operations.  Did  he 
take  advantage  of  thefe  important  circum- 
dances  ?  Did  he,  with  cordiality  and  confidence, 
embrace  the  well  affected  to  Government  ?  Did 
he  take  one  ftep  which  tended  to  reconcile  the 
people  to  his  Majefly’s  intereft  and  government, 
or  to  bring  them  back  to  their  former  allegiance, 
although  he  had  a  commifiion  and  indrudtions 
for  that  purpofe  ?  No,  my  Lord  ;  but,  on  the 
contrary,  the  advantages  which  might  have  been 
derived  from  their  parties,  and  attachments  to 
Great  Britain,  were  entirely  neglected  ;  and  al¬ 
though  he  law  the  people,  in  different  parts  of 
the  country,  making  every  effort  in  their  power 
to  affift  him ;  yet  we  find  in  all  his  Proclama¬ 
tions,  an  injunction  on  them  to  remain  peaceably 
in  their  habitations,  without  the  lead  invitation 
to  take  up  arms  in  behalf  of  the  Crown,  or  the 
imalled  intimation  that  their  adidance  would 

G  accord 
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accord  with  his  wiRies.  An  injunction  which 
amounted,  in  effedV,  to  a  prohibition,  and  ren¬ 
dered  it  dangerous,  if  not  unlawful,  for  them  to 
aCt  otherwife,  becaufe  a  RriCt  obedience  to  it 
was  the  only  condition  upon  which  he  promifed 
them  his  MajeRy’s  protection.  InRead  of  thofe 
meafures  which  humanity  and  reafon  pointed  out 
to  win  over  his  MajeRy’s  deluded  fubjeCts  to 
their  duty,  others,  which  could  not  fail  to 
alienate  their  minds  from  his  royal  perfon  and 
Government,  were  purfued,  or  fuffered  to  be 
purfued.  A  Proclamation  was  indeed  iflued  in 
his  MajeRy’s  name,  promifing  protection  to  all 
the  inhabitants  who  fliould  come  in  and  take  the 
oaths  of  allegiance.  Thoufands  came  in  where- 
ever  the  army  marched,  and  took  the  oath  -9  but 
the  Royal  faith,  pledged  for  their  fafety,  was 
fharnefully  violated.  The  unhappy  people,  in- 
ftead  of  receiving  the  protection  promifed,  were 
plundered  by  the  foldiery.  Their  wives  and 
daughters  were  violently  polluted  by  the  luRful 
brutality  of  the  loweft  of  mankind  ;  and  friends 
and  foes  indifcriminately  met  with  the  fame  bar¬ 
barian  treatment. 

If  the  Britifh  General  was  indolent  and  ne¬ 
glectful  in  putting  a  Rod  to  thefe  cruelties, 
the  Rebel  Commander  and  the  New  States 
were  not  fo  in  converting  them  to  their 
own  benefit.  Every  poflible  advantage  was 

9  made 


[  43  3 

made  of  thefe  enormities  (<?).  Affidavits  were 
taken  of  the  plunder,  and  of  every  rape. 
They  were  publiffied  in  all  their  news-papers, 
to  irritate  and  enrage  the  people  againft  his  Ma- 
jefty  and  the  Britifh  nation.  The  Britifh  foldiers 
were  reprefented  as  a  race  of  men  more  inhuman 
than  favages.  By  thefe  means,  the  minds  of 
many  were  turned  againft  the  Britifh  Govern¬ 
ment,  and  many  in  defperation  joined  the  rebel 
army.  The  force  of  the  rebels  was  increafed, 
the  Britifh  weakened,  and  the  humanity  and 
glory  of  Britons  received  a  difgraceful  tarniffi, 
which  time  can  never  efface. 

i 

0 

However  great  thefe  mifchiefs  might  be  in 
ftrengthening  the  force  of  the  rebellion,  they  did 
not  end  here.  The  fuffering  of  the  foldiers  to 
plunder,  and  commit  other  outrages,  was  a 
dangerous  relaxation  of  difcipline.  It  rendered 
them  avaricious,  neglectful  of  their  duty,  and 
difobedient  to  command.  To  this  caufe  only 
the  lofs  of  Trenton,  and  all  that  train  of  heavy 
misfortunes  which  attended  it,  can  be  imputed ; 
becaufe,  it  is  a  fadt,  that  Colonel  Raille,  al- 

( o )  See  the  affidavits  proving;  the  indifcriminate  and  wan¬ 
ton  plunder  committed  by  the  foldiery  in  the  provinces  of  New 
York  and  New  Jerfey,  with  a  number  of  rapes  perpetrated  on 
the  wives  and  daughters  of  the  inhabitants,  in  the  Pennfylvania 
Evening  Poll  of  the  24th  and  29th  of  April — ill,  3d,  and 
loth  of  May  1 777. 

G  2  though 
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though  he  had  fufficient  notice  of  the  enemy’s 
approach,  could  not  form  his  men,  who,  more 
atientive  to  the  fafety  of  their  plunder  than  their 
duty,  and  engaged  in  putting  horfes  to  and  load¬ 
ing  their  waggons,  became  deaf  to  all  orders. 
In  this  (late  they  were  furrow nded  and  taken. 

If  this  conduCt  in  the  Britiffi  Commander  was 
contrary  to  good  policy,  the  plans  of  his  opera¬ 
tions  were  equally  injudicious.  No  good  reafon, 
nor  even  a  plaufible  one,  can  be  aligned  for  his 
going  to  the  fouthward,  until  the  northern  army 
had  joined  him.  Every  circumftance  forbade  it. 
He  certainly  knew  the  numbers  and  ftrength  of 
the  Northern  army,  and  the  difficulties  it  had  to 
encounter: — That  it  was  to  pafs  through  a 
country  filled  with  mountains  and  flrong  defiles: 
—That  it  would  meet  with  the  collected  force 
of  the  province  of  New  York,  and  the  four 
Eaftern  Colonies  : — That  thefe  were  by  far  the 
molt  difaffeCted  to  Government : — That  their 
Militia  were  more  numerous,  more  eafily  col¬ 
lected,  and  better  trained  than  any  others  in 
America.  And  yet  we  find  him  puffing  to  the 
Southward,  three  hundred  miles  from  Albany, 
into  a  country  which  was  the  beft  affeded  to 
Government,  and  of  courfe  the  lead  capable  of 
oppofition,  with  an  army  of  double  the  number 
of  troops  which  compofed  that  under  General 

Burgoyne, 
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Burgoyne,  and  thereby  putting  it  out  of  his 
power  to  fupport  or  relieve  that  army  with  which 
it  was  intended  he  fhould  co-operate.  If  near 
20,000  men,  aflifted  by  the  Britifh  fleet,  were 
neceffary  to  carry  on  the  operations  in  Pennfyl- 
vania,  a  country  which  he  acknowledges  to  be 
in  general  well  affeded  to  Government,  he 
muft  certainly  know,  that  one-third  of  that  num¬ 
ber  were  not  fufficient  to  oppofe  the  united  force 
of  the  five  moil  difaffeded  of  all  the  revolted 
Colonies,  and  confequently,  that  it  was  his 
duty  to  co-operate  with  and  fupport  itj  and 
that  he  could  not  have  taken  a  more  effec¬ 
tual  ftep  to  facrifice  the  Northern  army, 
than  that  of  carrying  his  whole  force  to  the 
Southward*  without  leaving  even  a  corps  fuf¬ 
ficient  to  make  a  diverfion  in  its  favour. 
The  neceflity  of  this  diverfion  on  the  coafts  of 
New  England  with  2000  troops,  was  obvious 
to  every  man  of  fenfe  (p). — It  would  have  pre¬ 
vented  in  a  great  meafure  the  militia  in  that 
part  of  the  country  from  joining  Gates,  and 
beyond  all  doubt  it  would  have  enabled  Gene¬ 
ral  Burgoyne  to  have  oppofed  with  fuccefs  the 
force  with  which  he  had  to  cope. 

( P )  Vide  Lord  George  Germaine’s  Letter  of  the  3d  of 

March  1777,  recommending  this  meafure  in  the  ftrongeft 
terms. 
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But  if  we  even  fuppofe  that  the  expedition 
to  Pennfylvania  was  an  eligible  meafure,  why 
was  it  not  profecuted  agreeably  to  his  firft  plan, 
by  marching  his  army  through  the  Jerfeys,  and 
fending  the  fleet  up  the  Delaware  ?  There  was 
nothing  to  prevent  it. — Pontoons  were  built* 
and  the  flat-bottomed  boats  prepared  and  put 
on  carriages  to  pafs  the  Delaware  ;  and  that 
river  is  fordable  in  many  places  from  the  month 
of  June  to  O&ober,  with  very  little  interrup¬ 
tions  by  rains. — Why  was  fo  high-fpirited  an 
army  taken  from  the  fight  of  an  enemy  of/not 
half  its  force,  put  on  board  a  fleet,  and  expofed 
to  all  the  accidents  and  dangers  of  the  ocean  ; 
to  go  by  water  600  miles  to  a  place,  which  was 
not  60  miles  diftant  by  land  from  the  fpot 
whence  they  marched  to  embark,  and  at  afeafon 
of  the  year  when  he  knew  the  South-weft  winds 
would,  in  all  probability,  oppofe  every  mile  of 
his  pafiage  ?  And  why,  when  Philadelphia  was 
his  objedt,  after  he  had  experienced  the  oppofi- 
tion  of  the  trade-wind,  did  he  obftinately  perfift 
in  his  circuitous  route,  when  he  knew,  or  ought 
to  have  known,  that  neither  a  fufflcient  pro- 
viflon  of  water  or  food  had  been  made  for  his 
cavalry  ? 

I  will  not  dwell  too  particularly  on  the 
blunders  of  his  general  plans,  but  haften  to  re¬ 
marks 
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marks  on  their  execution,  which  will  fhew  that 
they  were  founded  in  ignorance  and  folly,  or  in 
fomething  worfe,  and  that  they  were  better  cal¬ 
culated  to  delay  the  operations  of  the  war,  to  give 
time  for  a  panic-ftruck  enemy  to  recover  their 
fpirits,  and  to  recruit  their  enfeebled  and  van- 
quilhed  force,  than  to  fupprefs  the  rebellion. 

The  operations  on  Long  Ifland,  New  York, 
the  White  Plains,  and  in  the  march  from  thence 
to  Brunlwic,  have  been  fo  well  explained,  that 
I  fhall  not  enter  into  a  particular  defcription  of 
them .  I  fhall  content  myfelf  with  reminding 
your  Lordfhip,  that  fuch  was  the  fuperior 
force  of  the  Britifh  army,  it  met  with  no  dif¬ 
ficulty  in  defeating  the  enemy  in  every  battle. 
And  yet  in  them  all,  the  Britifh  Commander 
fuffered  his  enemy  to  efcape  without  purfuit.  In 
the  midft  of  victory,  the  ardour  of  his  troops 
was  fupprefTed,  and  the  chace  forbid.  This 
fadt  is  as  true  as  it  is  fmgular,  and  ought  to  be 
remembered.  Indeed  it  cannot  well  be  forgot, 
as  every  operation  mentioned  in  the  courfe  of 
this  narrative  will  remind  us  of  it.  How  far  it 
was  juftiffable,  military  fkill  will  determine, 
when  it  is  known,  that  the  rebel  army  was 
merely  a  new  raifed  undifciplined  corps,  which  a 
victory  and  vigorous  purfuit  never  yet  failed  to 
deffroy,  or  finally  difperfe. 


Ac 
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At  Brunfwic,  in  December  1776,  Lord  Corn¬ 
wallis  was  upon  the  heels  of  the  enemy. — The 
deftru&ion  of  a  bridge  over  the  Rariton  faved 
them, — only  for  a  few  hours  ; — their  further 
iecurity  was  owing  to  the  orders  received 
by  that  Nobleman  to  halt  at  Brunfwic.  The 
Rariton  is  fordable  at  that  place,  in  every  recefs 
of  the  tide  j — and  had  the  noble  General  been 
left  to  aft  at  his  own  difcretion,  he  might,  and 
no  doubt  would,  have  purfued  his  enfeebled  and 
panic-ftruck  enemy  to  the  Delaware,  over  which 
they  never  could  have  paflfed,  without  falling 
into  his  hands. 

■j 

At  Brunfwic,  the  Britifh  army  halted  near  a 
week.  Wafhington’s,  confiding  of  5000  men, 
lay  at  Prince  Town,  feventeen  miles, — and 
at  Trenton  on  the  Delaware,  twenty-nine 
miles  diftant,  with  all  his  heavy  cannon  and 
baggage. — Many  perfons  were  aftonifhed  at  his 
temerity,  in  remaining  a  week  fo  near  the  fupe- 
rior  force  of  the  Britifh  army,  wirh  a  large  river 
in  his  rear  to  crofs ; — and  fome  of  his  own  of¬ 
ficers  cenfured  his  folly  to  his  face  (^).  But  he, 

(q)  At  this  time,  General  Weedon,  fenlible  that  the 
rebel  army  was  liable  to  be  deftroyed,  by  proper  exertions, 
before  it  could  crofs  the  Delaware,  wrote  to  his  friend  at 
Fredericfburg,  (  that  General  Howe  had  a  mortgage  on  the 
rebel  army  for  fome  time,  but  had  not  yet  foreclofed  it.’ 
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on  this,  as  on  every  other  occafion,  relied  on  the 
indolent  progrefs  of  the  Britifh  army,  and  waited 
its  nearer  approach.  On  the  7th  of  Decem¬ 
ber,  the  army  marched  from  Brunfwic  at  four 
o’clock  in  the  morning,  and  arrived  at  Prince 
Town  in  the  afternoon  about  the  fame  hour. 
Walhington  in  perfon,  with  Stirling’s  brigade, 
left  that  place  not  one  hour  before  its  arrival. 
At  twelve  o’clock  at  night,  he  began  to  embark 
his  heavy  baggage  and  artillery,  and  did  not 
finifh  palling  his  army  over  the  river  till  three 
o’clock  in  the  afternoon.  Never  was  there  a 
fairer  opportunity  of  gaining  a  final  victory, 
given  by  one  enemy  to  another,  than  the  one 
now  offered  by  the  Rebel  to  the  Britifh  General, 
who  might  by  a  forced  march  of  3  or  4000 
men,  have  overtaken  and  deflroyed  the  fmali 
panic-ftruck  remains  of  the  Rebel  force, 
with  all  their  baggage  and  artillery.  But  he 
defpifed  a  condudt  fo  unfair  and  ungenerous 
againft  a  defeated  enemy.  He  waited  at 
Prince  Town  feventeen  hours,  marched  at 
nine  o’clock  on  the  morning  of  the  eighth,  and 
arrived  at  Trenton  at  four  o’clock  in  the  after¬ 
noon,  when  the  laft  boat  of  the  rebel  embarka¬ 
tion  croffed  the  river ;  thus  he  took  feven  hours 
to  march  twelve  fhort  miles,  calculating  with 
great  accuracy,  the  exa6t  time  neceffary  for  his 
enemy  to  efcape. 
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At  this  time,  the  panic  ariftng  from  ths 
feveral  defeats  of  the  rebel  force  at  Long  Ifland, 
New  York,  the  White  Plains,  and  the  progrefs 
of  the  army  through  New  Jerfey,  had  extended 
itfelf  from  the  military  to  all  the  civil  depart¬ 
ments  of  the  New  States,  and  particularly  in  the 
Middle  Colonies.  The  Governor,  Council, 
Affembly,  and  Magiftracy  of  New  Jerfey,  had 
deferred  the  province.  The  rebel  State  in  Phila¬ 
delphia  had  difperfed,  and  the  Congrefs  them- 
lelves  giving  up  all  as  loft,  fled  with  great  pre¬ 
cipitation  into  Maryland.  General  Mifflin,  and 
others,  attempted  in  vain  to  raife  the  militia  of 
Pennfylvania.  Three  of  the  principal  citizens 
of  Philadelphia,  in  behalf  of  the  reft,  waited  on 
Congrefs  before  their  flight,  and  boldly  informed 
them,  that  they  intended  to  meet  Sir  William 
Howe,  and  implore  his  protection — to  which  the 
Congrefs  did  not  objeCt.  And  all  the  Middle  Co¬ 
lonies  were  ready  to  fubmit ;  the  loyalifts  from 
principle,  and  the  rebels,  from  an  opinion  that 
the  Rritifli  troops,  hitherto  victorious,  were  in¬ 
vincible.  Hannibal  had  not  fo  certain  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  reducing  Rome,  as  the  Britifti  General 
had  at  this  time  of  effectually  fupprefling  the 
rebellion  by  crofting  the  Delaware.  Every  one 
expeCted,  that  he  would  pafs  that  river,  as  it  is 
lo  eafily  practicable,  and  as  it  muft  have  been 
followed  by  the  greateft  advantages.  Boats, 
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pontoons,  or  rafts,  might  have  been  built  in  a 
few  days,  and  the  Delaware  eroded  in  a  variety 
of  places  ; — the  country  was  full  of  provifions, 
which  the  inhabitants  were  ready  to  fupply  ; — • 
and  nothing;  could  be  wanting;  to  render  the 
quarters  of  the  Britifh  troops  much  more  com¬ 
fortable  at  Lancader,  Reading,  or  Philadelphia, 
than  they  could  poilibly  be  at  New  York  or  in 
Jerfey;  but  this  great  opportunity  of  giving  a 
fatal  blow  to  the  rebellion  was  negleded,  with¬ 
out  the  lead  apparent  neceffity  or  reafon. 

\ 

The  General  having  refolved  not  to  crofs  the 
Delaware,  began  to  form  his  winter  canton¬ 
ments.  In  this  indance,  he  dilcovered  no  more 
military  judgment  than  he  had  fhewn  vigor  in 
purfuing  his  enemy.  He  fcattered  and  extended 
them  from  Burlington  to  New  York,  a  fpace  of 
almod  ninety  miles ;  dividing  his  force  into  fmall 
didant  parties,  liable  to  be  cut  off  by  the 
enemy,  one  after  another,  with  eafe.  But  this 
was  not  the  mod  cenfurable  part  of  his  con- 
dud:  :  the  frontier  pods,  or  thofe  neared  to  the 
enemy,  were  committed  to  the  command  of 
foreigners,  who  could  not  underdand  the  lan¬ 
guage  of  the  country.  One  of  them  left  at  Tren¬ 
ton,  the  mod  important  pod  in  the  whole  line 
of  cantonments,  was  brave,  but  totally  unfit 
for  his  dation.  He  was  obdinate,  palfionate, 
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and  inceffantly  intoxicated  with  ftrong  liquors. 
The  other  at  Bordentown,  was  equally  brave* 
and  a  good  foldier,  but  unacquainted  with 
the  people  of  the  country  and  their  charac¬ 
ters,  and  of  courfe  liable  to  be  deceived  in  his 
intelligence.  Thefe  pods,  though  lying  within 
fight  of  the  enemy,  having  only  the  Delaware 
between  them,  were  the  weaked  (r)  in  refpedt 
to  the  number  of  troops  in  the  whole  line  of 
cantonments.  The  pod  at  Trenton,  oppofite 
to  which  Wafhington  lay  with  the  main  body  of 
his  army,  and  with  boats  prepared  to  crofs  the 
Delaware  at  his  pleafure,  was  commanded  by 
Colonel  Raile,  with  1200  Hefiians  only  to  de¬ 
fend  it  •,  and  thofe  of  Bordentown,  White 
Horfe,  and  Burlington,  with  only  2000  under 
Colonel  de  Donop.  In  this  weak  date,  the 
frontier  pods,  the  pods  of  mod  danger,  were 
left  by  the  Commander  in  Chief;  while,  to  the 
furprife  of  every  man  of  common  refle&ion,  the 
other  pods  were  made  dronger  and  dronger,  as 
their  didance  from  the  enemy,  and  confequently 
their  danger,  decreafed.  But  what  was  yet  more 
adonifhing,  becaufe  more  inconfident,  if  pof- 

(r)  The  four  frontier  cantonments  at  Trenton,  Borden¬ 
town,  the  White  Horfe,  and  Burlington,  were  left  to  the 
command  of  two  Colonels.  The  poll  at  Prince  Town,  under 
a  Brigadier  General ;  thofe  at  Brunfwic  and  Amboy  under 
two  Major  Generals — and  the  one  at  New  York  under  the 
Commander  in  Chief. 
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fible,  with  military  policy,  thefe  frontier  can¬ 
tonments,  daily  expofed  to  the  attacks  of  the 
enemy,  were  left  without  a  fingle  redoubt  or 
intrenchment  to  which  the  troops  might  retreat 
in  cafe  of  a  furprife  or  attack,  until  they  could 
be  relieved  from  the  other  polls. 

Hitherto  the  Britifh  troops  had  carried  vic¬ 
tory  wherever  they  paffed,  and  the  opinion  that 
they  were  invincible  was  deeply  impreffed  on 
the  enemy.  It  was  Wafnington’s  duty  to  take 
off  that  impreffion,  if  poffible.  The  extent  and 
defencelefs  ftate  of  the  Britifh  cantonments 
gave  him  the  faireft  opportunity  of  accomplifh- 
ing  his  wifh.  He  therefore  meditated  an  affault 
upon  Trenton.  But,  in  order  to  draw  Colonel 
de  Donop  from  his  poll  at  Bordentown,  and  to 
prevent  his  fupporting  Colonel  Raile  at  the  time 
of  the  affault,  he  fent  a  corps  of  450  militia, 
many  of  whom  were  boys  picked  up  in  Phila¬ 
delphia,  and  the  counties  of  Gloucefter  and 
Salem,  to  Mount  Holly,  with  orders  not  to 
fight,  but  fly  as  foon  as  the  effect  of  the  ma¬ 
noeuvre  had  taken  place.  The  plan  fucceeded. 
Colonel  de  Donop  marched  againft  this  infigni- 
ficant  part  of  the  rebel  force  with  his  whole  corps 
of  2000  men  (eighty  left  at  Bordentown  ex¬ 
cepted)  down  to  Mount  Holly,  twelve  miles 
from  his  own  poll,  and  eighteen  from  Tren¬ 
ton, 
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ton,  the  poft  he  ought  to  have  been  at  hand  to 
fupport.  The  rebel  corps  immediately  fled  and 
difperfed  on  his  approach  ;  and  yet,  inftead  of 
immediately  returning  to  Bordentown  to  fupport 
Colonel  Raile,  he  remained  loitering  two  days 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Burlington,  without 
having  a  Angle  enemy  to  oppofe.  Walhington 
now  faw  the  moment  of  fuccefs,  and  embraced 
it.  He  eroded  the  Delaware  with  2800  men, 
not  without  meeting  with  great  difficulties  from 
the  ice,  and  aflaulted  Trenton.  Colonel 
Raile  was  furprifed  and  unprepared,  although 
he  had  received  repeated  information  of  the 
enemy’s  aeflgn,  and  had  repulfed  their  advanced 
party  on  the  preceding  evening.  He  attempted 
in  vain  to  form  his  men,  who,  attentive  only  to 
the  plunder  they  had  amafled,  were  employed 
in  loading  their  waggons  preparatively  to  their 
flight,  and  were  deaf  to  all  orders.  Colonel 
Raile  was  killed,  and  near  1000  of  his  corps 
were  taken  prifoners.  Succefs  which  furpafled 
the  mod  fanguine  hopes  of  the  rebel  Com- 
mander  having  thus  crowned  his  deflgn,  he 
dreaded  every  moment  the  approach  of  the 
troops  under  General  Leflie  from  Prince  Town, 
or  Colonel  de  Donop  from  Mount  Holly,  and 
fled  with  the  utmoft  precipitation  to  his  winter 
quarters  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  Delaware.  He 
had  no  thoughts  of  taking  new  quarters  in  New 
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Jerfey,  becaufe  he  did  not  doubt  but  the  Britifh 
Commander,  with  his  greatly  fuperior  force, 
would  re-occupy  the  important  polls  on  the 
Delaware,  and  fortify  them  fo  ftrongly  as  to 
put  it  out  of  his  power  to  retake  them.  This 
was  Wafhington’s  opinion,  becaufe  the  meafure 
was  pointed  out  by  common  fenfe.  It  was  ne- 
ceffary  to  keep  alive  the  panic  already  diffufed 
through  all  the  colonies,  and  to  maintain  the 
fpirits  of  the  well-affeCted  to  Government.  It 
was  neceffary  to  the  prefervation  of  Weft  New 
Jerfey,  fo  lately  conquered.  It  was  neceffary 
to  fhew  the  enemy  that  Britifh  troops,  although 
they  might  be  furprifed,  yet  could  recover 
the  lofs  luftained  by  that  furprife.  And  it  was 
practicable  without  danger,  as  the  Britifh  troops 
were  then  fix  times  fuperior  in  number,  befides 
their  fuperiority  in  military  difcipline  and  expe¬ 
rience,  to  the  force  of  the  enemy. 

*  > 

But  the  Rebel  Chief  found  himfelf  moft 

agreeably  miftaken.  Nothing  was  done  that 
common  fenfe  pointed  out.  The  policy 
of  the  Britifh  Commander  was  too  deep  to 
be  penetrated  by  fhallow  underftandings  ;  for 
inftead  of  the  two  neareft  corps  immediately 
marching  to  regain  what  had  been  fo  lately  and 
foolifhly  loft.  Colonel  de  Donop  abandoned 
his  poft,  and  moved  with  precipitation  to  join 
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General  Leflieat  Prince  Town,  who,  when  they 
were  united,  though  they  were  much  fuperior* 
in  force  to  Wafhington,  and  though  there  was 
no  enemy  in  New  Jerfey  to  moleft  them,  waited 
till  General  Grant  joined  them  from  Brunfwic. 
A  conduct  of  this  kind,  which  was  attended  with 
all  the  appearance  of  panic  ^ncl  difmay,  could 
not  fail  to  invite  Wafhington  again  over  the 
Delaware,  with  a  view  to  occupy  Trenton, 
from  which  poll  he  might  with  eafe  harafs  the 
Britifh  troops  in  their  quarters.  After  waiting 
eight  days,  and  finding  no  attempt  made  to  re- 
pofiefs  the  Banks  of  the  Delaware,  he  again 
croflfed  that  river,  and  marched  to  Trenton 
with  about  4000  men.  Lord  Cornwallis,  who 
had  arrived  at  Prince  Town  from  New  York, 
marched  againft  Wafhington,  with  the  corps 
commanded  by  Generals  Grant,  Lefiie,  and 
Colonel  de  Donop,  a  force  greatly  fuperior  to 
that  under  the  Rebel  General,  and  came  up 
with  him  at  Trenton  in  the  evening,  intending 
to  bring  on  an  engagement  in  the  morning  •,  but 
Wafhington,  fenfible  of  his  inferiority,  lighted 
up  his  fires  about  midnight,  and  retreated 
to  the  heights  of  Morris  Town.  This  was 
done  fo  fuddenly,  and  with  fuch  precipitation, 
that  he  left  behind  a  fourth  part  of  his  army, 
and  a  part  of  his  baggage  and  cannon,  which 
were  polled  about  a  mile  from  his  camp.  Thefe 
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men,  in  the  morning,  fearched  in  vain  for  the 
main  body  of  their  army,  and  finding  themfelves 
deferted,  fled  in  difperfed  and  fmail  parties  to 
Burlington.  Washington,  in  his  retreat  with  the 
grofs  of  his  army,  met  with  the  17th  and  55th 
regiments ;  the  firft  commanded  by  Colonel 
Mawhood.  This  gallant  Officer,  with  his  Angle 
regimeDt,  undifmayed  by  fuperior  numbers* 
attacked,  beat  back  the  van  of  the  enemy* 
and,  pufhing  forward,  cut  through  their  army, 
and  joined  General  LeQie.  Waffiington  pro¬ 
ceeded  in  his  march  to  Morris  Town,  and  the 
Britifh  troops  returned  to  Brunfwic,  giving  up 
every  poft  they  pofieffed  in  Weft  New  Jerfey, 
with  that  entire  province. 

There  was  fomething  fo  inexplicable  in  all 
thefe  tranladtions,  that  men  of  fenfe  flood 
amazed  at  their  unparalleled  abfurdity.  They 
could  not,  upon  any  principle  of  reafon,  ac¬ 
count  for  the  blunders  made  in  the  injudicious 
cantonments  of  the  troops,  in  leaving  fo  fmail 
a  force  in  the  frontier  pofts,  in  negle&ing  to 
fortify  in  the  leaft  degree  the  pofts  neareft  the 
enemy  and  moft  in  danger,  in  placing  the  Bri¬ 
tifh,  and  the  greater  number  of  troops  in  the 
cantonments  fartheft  from  the  enemy,  in  not 
retaking  pofieffion  of  the  pofts  on  the  banks  ot 
the  Delaware,  as  thofe  pofts  fecured  and  covered 
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the  whole  province  of  New  Jerfey,  and  the 
river  formed  an  excellent  barrier  againft  the 
enemy’s  attacks ;  and  finally,  in  not  difarming 
the  difadeded  to  Government,  and  inviting  the 
well  affected  to  afTift  in  the  defence  of  the  co¬ 
lony.  They  could  not  conceive  how  it  had 
been  poflible  for  the  Britifh  Chief,  at  the  head  of 
near  30,000  high-f pirited  veteran  and  vidtorious 
troops,  to  differ  an  army  of  Rebels,  undif- 
ciplined  and  panic-ftruck,  confiding  of  not  a 
fixth  part  of  his  own  numbers,  to  remain  in  a 
province  he  had  fo  lately  in  his  firm  poffefiion, 
much  lefs  to  compel  him  to  abandon  that  whole 
province.  And  when  the  friends  to  Govern¬ 
ment  refleded  on  the  pernicious  confequences 
which  mud  naturally  attend  thefe  grofs  midakes, 
they  were  druck  with  grief  and  defpair  :  they 
law  that  thofe  midakes  would  revive  the  almod 
extinguifhed  fpirit  of  the  rebellion,  enable  the 
Congrefs  to  return  to  Philadelphia,  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  New  States  of  that  Colony,  and  of 
the  Colony  of  New7  Jerfey,  to  refume  their 
powers,  to  make  further  exertions  to  recruit 
die  rebel  force,  to  continue  the  rebellion,  and, 
with  it,  the  didrels  of  their  country. 

The  tv/o  armies  being  now  in  their  winter- 
quarters,  let  us  take  a  ihort  view  of  the  con- 
dud  of  their  Commanders.  Wafhington  faw 
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that  his  fituation  demanded  enterprize  and  ex¬ 
ertion.  He  faw  that  they  would  keep  his  men 
in  a&ion,  prevent  defertion,  raife  their  loft  fpi- 
rits,  and  that,  by  fuch  fpirited  conduct,  the 
Britifh  army  would  be  haraffed  and  diminiffied. 
For  thefe  reafons,  although  his  numbers  were 
truly  contemptible,  when  compared  with  thofe  of 
the  Britifh  force,  he  always  took  a  pofition  near 
it,  whence  he  might  with  eafe  .infult,  fur- 
prife,  and  cu^:  off  its  out-pofts  and  pickets. 
In  this  mode  of  war  he  conftantly  employed  his 
men.  No  inclemency  of  weather,  no  difficulty 
deterred  him.  The  pofts  at  Amboy,  Bonum 
Town,  and  Brunfwic,  were  continually  ha- 
raffed,  and  in  a  manner  befieged.  The  duty  cf 
the  Officers  and  foldiers  in  garrifon,  by  this 
meafure,  became  as  laborious  and  fevere  as 
when  they  were  in  the  field;  and  many  of  them 
were  cut  off  in  thofe  excurfions  which  were  ne- 
ceffary  to  repulfe  the  inceffant  attacks  of  the 
enemy — more  by  far,  in  the  opinion  of  many 
able  officers,  than  would  have  been  loft  in  an 
attack  upon  Wafhington’s  whole  force  •,  which, 
being  at  this  time  lels  than  4000  undifciplinedf4 
troops,  might  have  been  defeated  and  difperfed, 
without  any  difficulty,  by  a  fifth  part  of  the 
Britiffi  army.  Such  was  the  policy  of  the  Rebel 
Chief,  Wiiiie  that  of  the  Britiffi  General  formed 
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a  perfect  contraft  to  it.  Deflitute  of  every  idea 
of  military  enterprize,  he  fufFered  his  inferior 
enemy,  during  the  fpace  of  fix  months,  to  re¬ 
main  within  twenty-five  miles  of  his  head¬ 
quarters  without  moleftation  j  and  continually 
to  infult  and  diftrefs  his  troops  with  impu¬ 
nity. 

From  December  to  the  middle  of  June,  while 
the  Britifh  troops  in  the  Jerfeys  remained  in  this 
difagreeable  fuuation,  the  Congrefs  and  the 
Rebel  States  in  every  quarter  were  making 
every  exertion  to  recruit  Wafhington’s  army. 
But  fuch  was  the  difaflfedlion  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  that  men  would  not  inlift,  and  when  drafted 
from  the  militia,  they  fled  from  their  diftridts  to 
places  where  they  were  not  known,  to  avoid 
the  fervice  and  when  embodied,  they  often  de- 
ferted  in  whole  companies  before  they  joined 
the  army.  Until  the  beginning  of  June,  Wafh¬ 
ington’s  numbers  did  not  amount  to  eight  thou- 
fand  men,  militia  included ;  indeed  all  experi¬ 
ence  has  fhewn  that  the  Rebel  States  could 
never  colledt  their  force  till  the  middle  of  that 
month.  This  circumftance  plainly  didtated  the 
good  policy  of  an  early  campaign •,  but  fuch 
were  the  miftaken  notions  of  the  Britifh  Com¬ 
mander,  that  he  conceived  it  impoflible  to  open 
jhe  campaign  till  the  green  forage  was  on  the 
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ground.  He  either  did  not,  or  would  not  eon- 
fider  that  the  country  was  full  of  grain,  hay, 
and  dry  forage,  and  that  this  was  much  to  be 
preferred  to  green,  which  would  rather  fcour 
and  weaken  his  horfes,  than  add  to  their 
(Irength  ;  and  this  kind  of  forage  he  had,  or 
might  have  had  in  his  magazines,  or  might 
have  procured  in  his  march  through  the  country, 
as  he  had  done  in  the  laft  campaign.  However, 
thefe  confiderations,  added  to  Waffiington’s 
weak  (late,  and  the  increafe  of  his  force,  which 
was  naturally  to  be  expected,  had  no  weight 
with  him.  He  did  not  open  the  campaign  till 
the  1 2th  of  June.  On  that  day,  the  Britiffi 
General  afiembled  his  troops  at  Brunfwic. 
Wafhington  was  encamped  on  a  hill  above.. 
Quibble  Town,  about  nine  miles  from  that 
place,  on  the  north  fide  of  the  Rariton,  with 
fewer  than  6000  undifciplined  and  badly  ap¬ 
pointed  troops ;  which,  with  a  corps  under 
Sullivan,  of  2000  men  at  Prince  Town,  com- 
pofed  his  whole  force.  His  camp  was  far  from 
being  inacceflible  or  fortified.  It  was  ftrong 
and  defenfible  in  front,  becaufe  it  was  guarded 
by  the  Rariton,  and  the  hill  was  fteep  and  diffi¬ 
cult  of  accefs ;  but  in  his  rear,  towards  the 
mountains,  or  on  his  right,  towards  the  Dela¬ 
ware,  it  was  by  no  means  impracticable  of 
afTaulc.  1  here  were  larg-e  and  £ood  roads 
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around  it,  leading  from  Brunfwic,  on  either 
fide  of  the  river.  In  this  (late  Wafhington  in- 
difcreetly  remained,  as  if  he  was  perfe&ly  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  intended  movements  of  the 
Britifh  army  •,  however,  whether  he  knew  them 
or  not,  there  were  many  circumftances  that 
pointed  them  out.  The  Britifh  Commander 
marched  his  army,  in  two  columns,  to  Middle 
Bufh  and  Hillfborough,  two  villages  lying  in  a 
low  level  country,  perfectly  overlooked  by 
Wafhington,  and  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  Ra- 
riton,  keeping  that  river,  which  was  not  at  that 
time  fordable,  between  his  army  and  the  enemy. 
Provifions  for  a  few  days  only  were  taken  from 
Brunfwic.  The  pontoons  and  flat  bottomed 
boats  were  left  at  that  place,  and  the  fleet  lay 
ready  at  Staten  Ifland  to  receive  the  army. 
Thefe  circumftances  plainly  informed  Wafhing¬ 
ton  that  Sir  Wjlliam  Howe  did  not  mean  to 
crofs  the  Delaware,  and  that  he  was  not  anxious 
to  bring  on  an  adtion.  Judging  from  thefe  cir¬ 
cumftances,  or  knowing  by  fome  other  means 
the  Britifh  General’s  defigns,  he  remained  at 
eafe  in  his  camp,  contenting  himfelf  with  in- 
fulting  and  harafling  the  Britifh  pickets,  by  his 
parties  daily  fent  out  for  that  purpofe. 

On  the  approach  of  the  troops  towards  Prince 
Town,  Sullivan  fled  in  a  panic  to  the  Delaware, 

and 
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and  began  to  embark  his  men,  but  was  flopped 
by  an  order  from  Wafhington,  and  took  pofi: 
at  Flemingtown.  In  thefe  pofitions  the  two 
armies  remained  from  the  14th  to  the  19th  of 
June,  in  which  time  the  Bricifh  General,  being 
determined  to  leave  fome  monument  of  his 
wifdom  and  military  {kill  behind  him,  builc  three 
large  redoubts,  which  he  left  undemolifhed,  to 

be  fortified  by  the  enemy  as  their  occafions 
might  require. 

In  no  ftage  of  the  rebellion  were  the  affairs  of 
the  rebels  in  a  ftate  fo  critical  and  low  as  at  this 
period.  Gates’s  army  did  not  amount  to  5000 
men,  nor,  Walhington’s  to  8000,  militia  in¬ 
cluded.  Sir  Guy  Carleton  was  about  to  ap¬ 
proach  on  the  north,  and  Sir  William  Howe, 
with  17,000  men  (a),  was  in  the  field,  in  fiafo 
of  his  contemptible  enemy.  The  affaulting’of 
the  rebel  camp,  or  the  intercepting  of  its  provi- 
fions,  and  the  reducing  of  it  by  a  fiege  ;  or  if 
Wafhington  had  by  accident  efcaped,  a  vigo- 
rous  purfuit  after  him,  mull  have  been  attended 
with  moft  important  confequences.  The  fate 
of  all  the  rebel  magazines  weftward  of  Phi- 


,  ^  J?*: m!ght  have  taken  24.000  men  with  him  to  at- 

Y  t  !  kk  5+78  f°r  'he  defe"«  New 

York  as  he  had  then  under  his  immediate  command 

29.478  See  Major-general  Robertas  evidence 

before  the  Houfe  of  Commons. 
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ladelphia,  of  the  rebel  polls  on  the  North  river, 
and  the  fafety  of  the  northern  army  were  in¬ 
volved  in  thefe  meafures.  Had  the  Britifh  army 
defeated  or  difperfed  Wafhington’s  force,  which 
either  an  affault  or  a  vigorous  purfuit  muft  have 
cfte&ed,  it  would  have  been  impracticable  for 
the  Rebel  States,  with  all  their  poffible  exer¬ 
tions,  to  have  railed  another  army,  or  even  to 
have  added  to  the  weak  force  .under  Gates ;  be- 
caufe  all  experience  has  fhewn,  that,  after  a 
military  difafter,  or  during  the  operations  of  the 
Britifh.  troops,  they  have  attempted  in  vain 
to  recruit  or  reinforce  their  armies.  The  Bri¬ 
tifh  General  would  have  been  left  at  pleafure  to 
have  lent  a  corps  up  the  North  river  agreeably  to 
his  folernn  engagement  to  General  Burgoyne  on 
the  2d  April  1777  ( t ),  and  to  have  profecuted 
his  original  defign  of  eroding  the  Delaware,  or 
to  have  co  operated  with  the  northern  army  in 
reducing  the  New  England  States.  Suppofing, 
but  by  no  means  granting,  that  the  danger  of 
purfuing  thofe  meafures  had  been  in  profpedf 
greater  than  thofe  arifing  from  expofing  his 
army  to  the  perils  of  the  ocean,  and  of  a  hot 

(/)  In  his  letter  of  this  date  he  fays,  “  I  fhall  endeavour 
“  to  have  a  corps  upon  the  lower  parts  of  Hudfon’s  River, 
“  fuflicient  to  open  the  communication  for  (hipping  through 
“  the  Highlands,  at  prefent  obftrudted  by  feveral  forts  ere&ed 
“  by  the  rebels  for  that  purpofe,  which  corps  may  after* 
“  wards  in  favour  of  the  northern  army” 
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Southern  climate,  yet  certainly  thofe  obvious 
advantages  would,  at  leafr,  have  juftified  the 
attempt. 

On  the  19th  of  June  he  returned  to  Brunf- 
vyic,  and  on  the  2 2d  to  Amboy,  fuffering  in  both 
marches  the  rear  of  his  healthy  and  high- fpirited 
army  to  be  infulted  and  haraffed  by  imall  par¬ 
ties  of  the  rebels ;  and  on  the  30th,  the  troops 
eroded  to  Staten  Ifland. 

1  will  here,  my  Lord,  paufe  for  a  moment  in 
my  narrative,  in  order  to  do  j office  to  thefe 
manoeuvres,  which  evidently  furpafs  all  military 
fkill,  if  not  all  human  underftanding.  We 
have  feen  the  Britifh  General  in  the  complete 
pofteftion  of  the  whole  province  of  New  Jerfey, 
without  taking  a  fingle  ftep  to  embody  the 
Loyalifts,  to  make  ufe  of  the  force  of  the 
country  for  its  defence,  or  to  reconcile  the  minds 
of  the  people  to  his  Majefty’s  government.  We 
have  feen  him  relinquifhing  to  an  enemy,  of  not 
a  fixth  part  of  his  flrength,  all  Weft  and  a  great 
part  of  Eaft  New  Jerfey,  without  a  fingle  ftruggle 
to  retain  them  ;  and  now,  we  find  him  retreat¬ 
ing  before  the  fame  enemy,  with  lefs  than 
one-third  of  his  effediive  ftrength,  demanding 
every  fortification,  and  evacuating  every  poft  in 
2  province,  which  had  already  coft  the  nation  fo 
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much  blood  and  treafure  *  and  thefe  blunders  he 
committed,  that  he  might  blunder  (till  more 
egregioufly,  that  he  might  put  his  fnperior  army 
to  all  the  inconveniencies  of  a  fea-voyage,  that 
he  might  commit  them  to  all  the  dangers  of  the 
ocean,  and  pafs,  perhaps,  feveral  thoufand  miles 
to  meet  that  enemy,  whom  he  had  as  much  in 
his  power  as  in  his  view,  with  double  their  force, 
and  on  ftronger  ground.  Surely,  my  Lord, 
every  man  in  the  nation,  whofe  money  he  has 
wafted,  has  a  right  to  demand  of  him  fatisfa&ory 
anfwers  to  the  following  queftions.  Why  did 
he  prefume  to  alter  the  plan  of  operations  ap¬ 
proved  of  by  the  wifdom  of  his  Majefty  in 
Council  (#)  ?  Why  did  he  make  fuch  expenftve 
preparations  for  crofting  the  Delaware,  and  not 
make  ufe  of  them  ?  Why  did  he  pafs  up  on  the 
fouth  fide  of  the  Rariton,  and  take  pofitions  iq 

(u)  Sir  William  Howe’s  letter  20th  of  January  1 777. 
Lord  George  Germaine’s  letter  3d  of  March  1777.  Sir 
William  Howe’s  letter  April  1777.  Never  was  there 
fo  great  inability  {hewn  by  any  Commander  as  is  in  thofe  let¬ 
ters.  The  firll  propofes  “  to  penetrate  with  the  main  body  of 
the  army  by  way  of  Jerfey  into  Pennfylvania.”  The  fecond 
letter  contains  his  Maj city’s  approbation  of  this  plan.  The 
third,  after  alligning  reafons  for  changing  if,  which  never  ex¬ 
ited,  propofes  “  to  invade  Pennfylvania  by  Tea.”  And  in  a 
•fhort  time  after,  we  find  he  had  deferred  both,  and  purfued 
his  ill  advifed  fcheme,  of  iranfporting  his  whole  army  round 
to  the  Chefapeak,  and  invading  Pennfylvania  through  Mary¬ 
land  and  Virginia. 

which 
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which  he  could  neither  aflail  his  enemy,  nor 
could  his  enemy,  however  difpofed  to  do  it,  aflail 
him  ?  Why  did  he  not  march  round  either  on 
the  North  or  South  to  the  rear  of  that  enemy, 
where  he  might  be  afiaulted  without  any  un¬ 
common  rifque  ?  Suppofing  that  enemy  fo 
ftrongly  polled,  that  it  would  have  been  im¬ 
prudent  to  aflail  his  camp,  Why  did  he  not, 
with  an  army  vaftly  fuperior,  cut  off  his 
fupplies  of  provifions  and  ftarve  him  ?  or 
crofs  the  Delaware,  and  deftroy  all  his  ma¬ 
gazines  and  other  refources  of  ftrength  ?  If  he 
wilhed  to  force  his  enemy  to  an  engagement, 
let  him  anfwer,  what  means  were  fo  proper, 
fo  natural,  fo  effeftual,  to  that  end  as  thofe 
I  have  mentioned,  Weak  and  ignorant  of  mi¬ 
litary  knowledge  as  Walhington  may  be,  he 
could  not  be  lo  far  loll  to  all  fenfe  of  his  own 
fafety,  and  the  caufe  he  was  engaged  in,  as  to 
fuffer  the  Britilh  General  to  pafs  the  Delaware, 
feize  upon  his  undefended  magazines,  and  the 
defencelefs  city  of  Philadelphia.  Had  this  been 
attempted,  he  mull  have  left  his  ftrong  poll,  as 
it  is  called,  and  fought  the  Britilh  army,  or 
have  loft  his  magazines,  and  the  capital  and  moll 
important  city  in  North  America.  For  thefehe 
fought  at  Brandywine  in  September,  and  for 
thefe  he  mull  have  fought  in  June,  or  loft  them. 

Philadelphia,  at  this  time,  was  altogetr.er  de- 
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fencelefs  either  by  land  or  water,  and  there  werS 
no  troops  to  defend  the  magazines  in  Pennfylva- 
nia.  But  the  Brltifh  General  was  too  honourable 
an  enemy  to  take  rebels  at  fuch  disadvantages. 

-  •  .  . .  /  ;  •  *•  f 

It  is  truly  an  irkfome  and  painful  talk,  for  a 
liberal  mind,  to  travel  through  all  the  mifcon- 
dudl  of  this  campaign.  Blunder  upon  blunder 
is  inceflantly  rifing  in  its  view,  and  as  they  rife, 
they  increafe  in  magnitude.  I  am  now  arrived 
at  one,  which  was  the  fource  of  all  our  misfor¬ 
tunes,  the  Chefapeak  expedition. 

The  motives  which  led  the  General  to  this 
fatal  expedition  are,  as  yet,  and  I  fufped  ever 
will  be,  a  myftery — becaufe,  I  am  certain,  none 
can  be  afligned  which  promifed  any  advantage 
over  his  enemy,  or  which  could  poflibly  render 
his  circumftances  better  than  when  he  was  at 
Hillfborough,  where  he  had  that  enemy  per¬ 
fectly  in  his  power,  and  of  courfe  where  he 
might  have  extinguifhecl  the  rebellion.  He 
could  not  but  know  that  this  expedition  would 
greatly  delay  the  operations  of  the  campaign,, 
and  render  it  impoffible,  however  necefiary  it 
might  be,  to  fupport  the  Northern  army.  He' 
could  not  but  know,  that  by  leaving  Wafhington 
in  Jerfey,  and  fuffering  him  to  inful jt  his  retreat¬ 
ing  army,  great  difadvantages  would  be  incur¬ 
red. 
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red,  and  that  the  tranfportation  of  that  army 
Several  hundred  miles  by  water,  would  take  up 
much  time,  give  the  rebels  new  fpirits,  and 
enable  them  to  make  new  exertions  to  increafe 
their  force,  not  oniy  againd  the  Southern  but 
Northern  army.  And  he  perfectly  well  knew 
the  difficulties  and  delays  which  he  would  meet 
vvith  in  his  voyage,  becaufe  he  was  forewarned  (x) 
of  them.  Charity,  in  its  utmoft  extent,  will 
not  induce  us  to  believe  the  contrary.  And  yet, 
however  inconfiftent  this  expedition  was  with 
the  plain  dictates  of  common  policy,  and  how¬ 
ever  portentous  of  fatal  events  to  the  Northern 
army,  and  to  the  fervice  in  general,  we  find  him 
determined  to  purfue  it,  though  it  was  approved 
by  no  mortal  but  himfelf ;  nay,  though  it  pre- 
fumptuoufly  fuperfeded  the  plan  which  had  the 
approbation  of  his  Sovereign. 


But  let  us  more  minutely  ftate  the  fads,  and 
trace  the  effefts  of  this  unfortunate  expedition 
The  troops  were  embarked  in  ffijps  on  the  ‘h‘ 

of  juiy,  where  both  foot  and  cavalry  remained 
pent  up  in  the  hotted  feafon  of  the  year,  in  the 
unhealthy  holds  of  the  veflels,  until  the  23d, 


(x)  See  the  Examination 
by  J.  Wilkie  in  St. 
34>  35* 


of  Jofeph  Galloway,  Efq;  pub- 
Pauls  Church-yard,  pages  33, 
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without  the  leaft  apparent  caufe.  On  that  dayi 
they  failed  out  of  the  Hooke,  but  meeting  with 
contrary  winds,  as  had  been  pofitively  foretold, 
they  did  not  arrive  in  the  capes  of  Delaware  until 
the  30th.  Had  the  Britifh  General  inclined  to 
render  this  expedition  as  little  injurious  to  the 
attainment  of  the  great  object  of  his  commiflion 
as  poflible,  he  would  have  patted  up  the  Dela¬ 
ware  to  Philadelphia.  Every  pottible  circum- 
ftance  favoured  the  manoeuvre.  The  wind  was 
fair  at  South-weft.  Wafhington  (till  believing 
it  impofiible,  that  he  could  defert  the  co-opera¬ 
tion  with  the  Northern  army,  remained  in  New- 
Jerfey.  There  was  not  a  regular  troop  in  Penn- 
fylvania,  a  few  recruiting  parties  excepted.  The 
fort  at  Mud  Iftand  was  garrifoned  only  by  130 
militia,  and  Billingfport  with  90.  The  floating 
batteries  were  not  manned*  the  lower  chevaux 
de  frize  were  not  placed  in  the  river.  The 
chain  was  not  nnifhed  ;  the  paflage  from  the 
Capes  to  Philadelphia  was  open  5  Red  Bank  was 
not  fortified  or  occupied  •,  in  fhort,  there  was 
nothing  to  oppofe  the  taking  poflfefilon  of  Mud 
Ifland  fort,  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  all 
the  rebel  water-guard  in  Delaware.  The  Con- 
grefs  and  rebel  State  were  in  the  utmoft  panic, 
and  preparing  to  tty  a  fecond  time.  But  all 
thefe  favourable  circumftances  could  not  induce 
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the  Britifh  General  to  purfue  that  plan  which 
his  Sovereign  had  approved. — He  rather  chofe 
yet  longer  to  combat  the  uncertainties  and 
dangers  of  the  ocean,  than  to  furprife  the 
rebels  who  were  unprepared  to  receive  him.— . 
He  therefore  proceeded  round  to  the  Elk  Ferry, 
where  he  arrived  after  a  voyage  of  more  than 
three  weeks,  on  the  23d  of  Auguft. 

Here  charity  commands  us  to  believe,  that  he 
began  to  repent  of  his  folly,  and  to  think  that 
he  had-  carried  his  military  farce  too  far.— .The 
circumftances  of  his  army  certainly  were  fuffi- 
cient  to  alarm  him. — His  infantry  had  been  near 
two  months  pent  up  in  veflels,  feeding  on  fait 
provifions  only,  and  his  horfes  were  in  the  fame 
fituation,  in  a  Southern  climate  in  the  hotted: 
months  in  the  year,  feeding  on  peafe,  and  for  a 
confiderable  time  on  a  fhort  allowance  of  water. 
Many  of  the  latter,  though  in  the  higheft  health 
and  vigour  when  embarked,  were  now  dead  and 
call  into  the  ocean,  and  the  reft  fo  emaciated  as 
to  be  utterly  unfit  for  fervice. — His  army  was 
landed  on  the  25th  at  Elk  Ferry,  but  it  could 
not  move. — Horfes  were  wanting  to  fupply  the 
places  of  thofe  that  were  dead,  and  time  was 
necefiary  to  recruit  the  flefii  and  fpirits  of  thofe 
Which  had  furviyed  the  voyage.  Detained  a  fort¬ 
night 
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night  by  thefe  misfortunes,  which  were  the 
turai  effeds  of  this  illadvifed  expedition,  the 
army  did  not  march  from  Pencadder  in  a  body 
until  the  8th  of  September,  when  after  palling 
through  Newark,  Hockefon,  and  New  Garden, 
it  arrived  on  the  icth  at  Kennet  Square. — 
Washington  on  the  8th  had  marched  from 
Wilmington  to  Chads-Ford,  and  had  taken  a 
flrong  poll  on  the  heights  of  Brandywine,  on 
the  Eadern  fide  about  fix  miles  diftant  from 
Kennet  Square. 

Thus  declining  at  the  happy  jundure  to  at¬ 
tack  an  enemy  of  greatly  inferior  force,  the  Bri- 
tifh  General  undertook  this  infatuated  voyage. 
As  if  he  had  meant  to  give  the  rebel  States  and 
Congrefs  time  to  recruit  their  enfeebled  armies, 
he  idly  and  wantonly  walled  twelve  weeks  of  that 
precious  time  which  his  duty  to  his  Sovereign 
and  his  country  required  to  be  vigoroufly  em¬ 
ployed  ; — he  left  his  enemy,  who  was  in  his  fight 
at  Hillfborough,  to  combat  all  the  dangers  of 
the  elements,  and  to  go  in  the  neared  courfe  6oo 
miles,  and  in  the  courfe  of  his  traverfe  failing 

A.  ~ 

more  than  2000,  to  meet  that  enemy  again, 
polled  on  dronger  ground  and  with  double  their 
former  force. 

»  • 
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Walhington  having  now  16,000  men  (y),  and 
being  ftrongly  ported,  the  Britifh  General  no 
longer  thought  it  ungenerous  or  ignoble  to  give 
him  battle.— Having  the  beft  intelligence  of  his 
fituation,  on  the  nth  in  the  morning  he  marched 
his  army  in  two  columns  to  the  aflault,  the  right 
under  General  Kniphauien,  a  truly  gallant  and 
great  officer,  to  pafs  the  Brandywine  and  attack 
the  enemy  in  front,  the  other  under  Lord  Corn¬ 
wallis  to  turn  his  left  flank.  Both  of  thefe 
manoeuvres  were  completely  effe&ed  before 
Walhington  had  any  intelligence  of  Lord  Corn¬ 
wallis’s  movement.  At  four  o’clock  the  attack 
was  made  by  the  column  commanded  by  his 
Lordfhip,  and  although  the  Rebel  force  had 
taken  a  ftrong  pofition  on  high  commanding 
ground,  covered  with  very  thick  woods,  yet 
fuch  was  the  ardour  and  impetuoflty  of  the  Bri¬ 
tish  troops  that  the  enemy  could  not  furtain  it. _ 

They  foon  gave  way  and  fell  back  into  the  woods 
in  their  rear. — The  Britiffi  entered  with  them,  and 
clofely  purfued  towards  their  other  column,  then 
engaged  with  General  Kniphaufen,  who  was 

(y)  In  order  to  obtain  recruits,  and  to  reinforce  their  armies, 
the  Rebel  States  univerfally  declared  that  Sir  William  Howe 
had  left  America,  and  that  the  recruits  were  only  railed  to  at- 
t.ick  New  ^  ork,  and  drive  the  remaining  Britifh  troops  from 
the  continent.  This  alTertion,  however  falfe,  was  covered  with 
fuch  a  fembiance  of  truth  by  the  General’s  conduct,  that  it  was 
believed  by  the  low  and  ignorant,  and  had  the  effedt  intended. 

L  equally 
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equally  fuecefsful.  A  general  rout  took  place — 
the  Rebel  army  was  in  a  manner  difperfed,  a 
eonfiderable  part  of  it  flying  with  precipitation 
in  fmall  and  confufed  parties  by  different  roads 
towards  Philadelphia,  Lancafter,  and  Reading; 
while  Wafhington,,  and  the  corps  he  was  able  to 
keep  together,  fled  to  Chefter  with  his  cannon 
and  baggage. — Here  he  remained  within  eight 
miles  of  the  Britifh  army  till  next  morning,  when 
he  marched  by  Derby  to  Philadelphia.  He  found 
but  few  of  his  fsattered  troops  arrived  before 
him,  and  many  never  joined  his  corps. — How¬ 
ever,  here  he  flayed  three  days,  in  d  u  fir  ion  fly  col¬ 
lecting  as  many  of  his  troops  as; he  poffibly 
could,  and  recruiting  from  his  magazines  the 
fupplies  he  had  loft  in  battle.  On  the  third 
day,  and  not  before,  he  aflembled  his  troops, 
and  marched  up  the  North  ftde  of  the  Schuyl¬ 
kill,  crofted  it  at  the  Sweeds  ford,  and  pafled 
to  Lancafter  road. — During  this  time  the  Britifh 
General,  as  uftial  after  every  viflory,  with  folded 
arms  and  carelefs  indolence  remained  Eve  days, 
on  the  field  of  battle. 

Never  was  an  enemy  more  perfectly  in  the 
power  of  another,  than  the  Rebel  army  had  lately 
been  in  that  of  Sir  William  Howe.  When 
the  left  column  of  the  Britifh  troops  had 
turned  Wafhington’s  right  flank,  his  whole 
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army  was  encompaffed,—  General  Kniphaufen 
and  the  Brandywine  were  in  his  front. — Sir  Wil¬ 
liam  Howe  with  Lord  Cornwallis  on  his  right., 
cutting  off  his  retreat  to  Philadelphia ;  the  De¬ 
laware  was  in  his  rear,  and  the  Chriftiana  river 
on  his  left  (z). — He  was  obliged  to  pafs  twenty- 
three  miles  by  Chefter  to  Philadelphia,  when  the 
Rritifti  army  lay  within  eighteen  miles  of  that 

city. _ A  perfon  of  common  abilities  muft  have 

jfeen  the  policy,  the  neceiTity  of  purfuing  a  de¬ 
feated  eiiemy  thus  circumftanced.- — Had  the 
Britifh  General  difpatched  Kniphaufen’s  column 
early  next  morning,  he  might  with  eale  have  in¬ 
tercepted  Wafhmgton’s  corps  either  at  the  heights 
of  Crum  Creek,  at  Derby,  or  at  Phiiadelpma, 
the  firft  only  nine,  the  fecond  fourteen,  and  the 
third  eighteen  miles  from  the  Britifh  camp  ;  or 
he  might  with  eafe  have  paffed  the  Schuylkill  at 
Gray’s  Ferry,  feventy  yards  over,  and  taken 
Philadelphia,  with  the  Rebel  magazines,  if  he 
had  not  wifely  left  his  pontoons  at  New  lork 
as  ufelefs. — By  any  of  thefe  .movements  he 
muft  have  deftroyed  the  Rebel  army and  in 
vain  will  it  be  afligned  as  a  reafon  for  his 
not  purfuing  the  victory  next  morning,  that 
44  the  troops  had  undergone  much  fatigue  in 
a  march  of  feventeen  miles,”  when  it  is  known 
that  General  Kniphaufen’s  column,  confiding  of 

(*)  See  the  Chart  in  the  Appendix. 
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four  He 01  an  battalions,  two  Britifh  brigades, 
three  battalions  of  the  71ft  regiment,  the 
Queen’s  American  Rangers,  and  one  fquadron 
of  the  1  th  Dragoons,  had  not  marched  more 
than  fix  miles,'  and  been  in  very  little  a&ion 
during  the  battle. 

We  left  Washington  on  the  Lancafter  road 
approaching  towards  his  enemy.  The  Britifli 
General  now  meditated  a  Second  battle. — The 
two  columns  of  the  army  were  on  their  march 
for  that  purpofe — one  of  them  began  the  adlion 
with  the  advanced  guard  of  the  enemy,  and  de¬ 
feated  it. — But  what  is  human  resolution  !  How 
eafily  is  it  diverted  from  its  purpofes  by  unfore¬ 
seen  events !  A  fall  of  rain  prevented  the  in¬ 
tended  attack. — Some  men  thought  that  the  rain 
was  in  favour  of  disciplined  troops,  who  would 
take  more  care  of  their  ammunition  from  know¬ 
ledge  and  experience,  than  undifciplined  •,  and 
others  were  fo  weak  as  to  imagine  that  no  wea¬ 
ther  ought  to  prevent  a  Superior  force  from  at¬ 
tacking  a  fhy  enemy  when  an  opportunity  of¬ 
fered. — The  Britifli  General  thought  other- 
wife.— -His  troops  were  called  from  the  attempt, 
and  his  enemy  again,  by  a  precipitate  flight. 
Saved  them  (elves,  but  loft  all  their  Small  and 
great  ammunition,  befides  fuftaining  much  other 
damage. 

As 
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As  I  mean  in  this  narrative  to  avoid  prolixity 
as  much  as  poffible,  1  lhall  pals  over  the  marches 
and  counter- marches  of  the  two  armies,  and 
haften  to  the  operations  while  the  troops  lay  at 
Philadelphia. — On  the  26th  of  September,  L.ord 
Cornwallis  without  oppofition  took  poffeffion  of 
that  city,  the  Congrefs  having  fled  to  York,  and 

all  the  Officers  of  the  Rebel  State  to  Lancafter. _ 

His  entry  was  truly  triumphant.— No  Roman 
General  ever  received  from  the  citizens  of  Rome 
greater  acclamations  than  the  noble  General  did 
on  this  occafion  from  the  loyal  citizens  of  Phila¬ 
delphia.— His  Lordffiip,  ever  vigilant  and  adtive 
in  whatever  was  committed  to  his  care,  quar¬ 
tered  his  troops  in  the  environs  of  the  city,  and 
immediately  eredted  three  batteries  to  defend  it 
againft  any  attempt  from  the  Rebel  water  force. 
Before  they  were  finilhed,  two  Rebel  frigates,  a 
number  of  gondolas,  gallics,  and  othe^  armed 
veflels  from  Mud  Ifland,  came  up  and  attacked 
the  lower  battery.— The  Delaware  frigate  of  3o 
guns  was  taken,  a  fchooner  driven  afhore,  and 
the  reft  were  obliged  to  return  to  Mud  Ifland, 
without  doing  any  damage. 

The  taking  of  Mud  Ifland  forr,  and  the 
deftrudhon  of  the  Rebel  water-guard,  which  ef- 
fe&ually  cut  off  all  communication  between  the 
fleet  and  army,  became  next  an  objedt  of  his 
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Lordfhip’s  attention.  The  Rebels  had  cut  the 
dykes  of  the  Province  and  Blackeley’s  Iflands, 
and  let  in  the  water  of  the  river  to  prevent  the 
ere&ing  of  batteries  againft  the  fort. 

Captain  Montrefor,  the  chief  engineer,  had 
before  the  rebellion  furveyed  Mud  Ifland,  and 
taken  the  bearings  and  diftances  of  the  fhores  on 
each  fide  of  the  river. — He  faw  the  abfolute  ne- 
cefiity  of  repairing  thofe  dykes,  and  (topping 
out  the  waters,  before  any  effectual  progrefs 
could  be  made  in  ere&ing  the  batteries. — A 
gentleman  of  confiderable  influence  in  the  city, 
who  was  of  the  fame  opinion,  offered  to  have 
thefe  repairs  effected  in  a  few  days.— This  was 
all  pointed  out  to  the  Commander  in  Chief,  but, 
from  what  motive  is  unknown  to  this  day, 
they  were  not  permitted  to  be  made.  The 
workmen  obliged  to  work  in  water  and  foftmud 
laboured  in  vain. — The  work  they  performed  in 
the  reflux  of  the  tide,  the  influx  wafhed  away. 
Thus  a  month  was  fhamefully  wafted,  and  no 
progrefs  made  towards  taking  the  fort. — At 
length,  Lord  Cornwallis  fent  for  the  gentleman 
who  had  offered  to  repair  the  dykes,  informed 
him  it  muft  be  done  previoufly  to  the  ere&ing  of 
the  batteries,  and  requefted  he  would  undertake 
it. — This  he  did  with  cheerfulnefs,  and  al¬ 
though  the  breaches  were  as  large  again  as  when 

he 
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he  firft  propofed  the  repairs,  the  work  was 
finiffied  in  fix  days, — The  batteries  were  imme¬ 
diately  erefled  without  difficulty,  and  opened 
on  the  10th  ;  and  Mud  Ifiand  fort,  after  being 
feverely  cannonaded  from  the  batteries,  the  Vigi¬ 
lant,  and  other  vefiels  of  war,  was  evacuated 
on  the  fifteenth  of  November,  fix  weeks  after 
the  Britiffi  troops  had  been  in  pofieffion  of  the 
city. 

But  this  was  not  the  only,  or  the  lead  blun¬ 
der,  which  retarded  the  fuccefs  againft  Mud- 
Ifiand  fort. — On  the  29th  of  September,  at  the 
inftance  of  Captain  Hammond,  Lieutenant  Co¬ 
lonel  Stirling,  with  the  10th  and  42d  regiments, 
was  detached  from  Welmington  acrofs  the  De¬ 
laware,  to  deftroy  the  rebel  works  at  Billingf- 
port,  which  prevented  the  taking  up  the 
lower  chevauX’de-frize. — The  detachment  took 
pofieffion  of  the  enemy’s  works,  without  oppo- 
fition. — This  poll  being  taken.  Colonel  Stirling 
faw  the  neceffity  of  forming  a  poft  at  Red  Bank, 
not  yet  occupied  by  the  Rebels,  becaufe  of  no 
great  confequence  while  they  remained  in  pof- 
feffion  of  Billingfport ; — but  when  they  had  loft 
that  poft,  it  became  of  the  firft  importance  to 
them. — It  was  the  only  key  to  Mud-Jfiand  fort 
— the  only  fpot  from  which  it  could  be  relieved, 
or  fupplied  -9 — without  it  they  could  not  cover 
their  water-guard,  which  could  lie  in  no  part  of 

the 
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the  river  to  fupport  the  fort,  but  under  the  can¬ 
non  of  this  poft. — And  had  this  poft  been  taken* 
and  occupied  by  Britifh  troops*  the  fort  and 
water  guard  would  have  been  placed  in  the 
midft  of  a  triangle,  and  conftantly  expofed  to 
the  cannon  from  polls  in  each  angle,  from  Red 
Bank  on  the  Eaft,  the  Province  Iftand  on  the 
Weft  fide  of  the  Delaware,  and  from  the  men 

of  war  on  the  South  in  the  river  below  ( a ). - 

Poflefied  of  thefe  ideas.  Colonel  Stirling  defired 
permiftion  to  take  pofiefiion  of  Red  Bank  ; — but 
it  was  not  granted  him.  The  Rebels,  taking  ad¬ 
vantage  of  the  blunder,  immediately  fortified  it. 
And,  under  its  cannon,  they  conftantly  covered 
their  water-guard,  which  fallied  out  from  this 
advantageous  poft,  when  they  wilhed  either  to 
fupply  or  relieve  the  fort,  or  to  annoy  the  fhips 
of  war. — The  fubfiftence  of  the  Britifh  troops  in 
Philadelphia  depended  fo  much  on  the  fur  ren¬ 
der  of  this  fort,  that  Wafhington  exerted  every 
nerve  to  prefcrve  it.— He  offered  look  extra¬ 
ordinary  bounty,  to  every  foldier  who  fhould 
ferve  in  defending  it  during  the  fiege 
Thefe  men  were  relieved  every  fix  hours  from 
Red  Bank,  and  therefore  the  defence  was 
extremely  obftinate  *,  the  enemy  fuftaining  a 
lofs  of  near  fix  hundred  killed,  which  was  more 
than  the  number  at  any  time  thought  necef- 
fary  to  defend  it. — From  thefe  fads  we  may 

(a)  See  the  Chart  in  the  Appendix. 
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cafily  perceive,  that  by  neglecting  to  take  poft 
at  Red  Bank,  on  the  Eaft,  and  by  the  blunder 
of  not  permitting  the  dykes  on  the  Weft  fide  of 
the  Delaware  to  be  repaired,  the  fort  on  the 
illand,  which  might  have  been  taken  in  a  few 
days,  held  out  a  fiege  of  near  fix  weeks,  which 
entirely  prevented  the  more  important  opera¬ 
tions  againft  the  main  force  of  the  enemy,  at  a 
feafon  of  the  year  the  moft  proper  for  a&ion. 

/  .  f  o  ’  *■  ■* 

Thefe  miftakes  threw  a  gloom  over  the  minds 
of  the  army  and  inhabitants. — It  was  apparent 
in  the  countenances  of  the  beft  officers,  who  be¬ 
gan  to  fear  that  the  fort  would  not  be  reduced, 
and  of  courfe  that  the  army  could  not  fubfift  in 
Philadelphia  during  the  winter.  The  General 
himfelf,  at  laft,  became  alarmed.— He  there¬ 
fore  detached  Colonel  de  Donop,  with  three 
battalions  of  Heffian  grenadiers,  the  regiment  of 
Mirbach,  the  infantry  and  Chaffeurs,  to  attack 
Red  Bank,  which  was  now  ftrongly  fortified, 
and  garrifoned  by  eight  hundred  men. — -An  at- 
tempt  was  made  to  ftorm  the  works  •,  the  troops 
behaved  with  the  greateft  gallantry — they  pene¬ 
trated  into  the  outer  intrenchments,  when  Co¬ 
lonel  de  Donop  and  Colonel  Minningerode,  the 
firft  and  fecond  in  command,  were  wounded, 
and  feveral  Officers,  and  many  of  the  men,  were 
killed  on  the  fpot.  Colonel  Linfing  finding  the 

M  inner 


i 


'[  82  ] 

inner  works  impradicable,  was  obliged  to  givd 

over  the  attempt.— -Thus  that  pod,  which  might 

have  lately  been  taken,  without  the  lofs  of  a 
#  * 

man,  was  now  attacked  in  vain,  with  the  lofs  of 
fome  of  the  moil  gallant  Officers  and  bed  troops 
of  the  Keffian  corps. 

That  I  might  purfue  a  regular  chain  of  conned- 
ed  fads,  l  have  omitted  a  very  material  tranfac^ 
tion — the  battleofGerman  Town. — Wafhington, 
finding  no  difpofition  in  the  Britidi  General  to 
attack  him,  and  having  received  fome  reinforce¬ 
ments  from  Peck’s  Kill  and  Virginia,  refolved 
to  attempt  a  furprife  on  the  Britifh  army. — On 
the  3d  of  Odober,  in  the  night,  he  marched 
from  Skippacb/fixteen  miles  to  German  Town, 
and  began  the  attack  at  four  o’clock  in  the 
morning,  on  the  2d  light  infantry,  fnpported  by 
the  40th  regiment.  Thefe  brave  men  fuftained 
the  a  flail  It  for  a  confiderable  time ;  but,  at 
length,  overpowered  by  numbers,  were  obliged 
to  retire  into  the  village — when  Lieutenant  Co¬ 
lonel  Mu fg rave  threw  himfelf,  with  fix  compa¬ 
nies  of  the  40th,  into  a  large  ftone-houfe.—  This 
he  moil  gallantly  defended  againd  a  rebel  bri¬ 
gade  and  four  pieces  of  cannon,  till  he  was  re¬ 
lieved  by  the  Generals  Grey  and  Agnew. — Soon 
after  the  rebel  forces  gave  way  in  all  quarters, 
a  heavy  daughter  enfued,  and  a  purfuit  was 

made. 
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made,  but  much  too  fliort  to  be  of  effectual  fer- 
vice ; — and  by  no  means  lb  far  as  the  refentment 
and  ardour  of  the  Britifh  troops  wilhed  it  to  be 
continued.  They  were  frefh,  juft  roufed  from 
their  quarters,  while  the  rebels  had  fuftained 
the  fatigue  of  a  long  march,  and  all  the  diftrefs 

of  a  painful  defear. - The  purfuit,  therefore, 

ought  to  have  been,  in  all  good  policy,  to  the 
enemy’s  camp:  had  it  extended  fo  far,  tne  rcoel 
army  muft  have  been  difperfed,  and  their  bag¬ 
gage  and  artillery  loft. 

The  enemy  called  this  action  a  furprhe  ;  and 

I  could  with,  for  the  fake  of  the  Britifn  General, 

that  his  own  account  of  it  did  not  juftify  their 

terms.  He  favs, 44  at  three  o’clock  in  the  morn- 

*  * 

ing  of  the  fourth,  the  patroles  difcovered  the 
enemy’s  approach,  and  upon  the  communication  of 
this  intelligence ,  the  army  was  immediately  ordered 
under  arms”  If  the  General  had  received  other 
previous  intelligence,  he  has  not  as  ufual,  in  his 
letters,  mentioned  it;  and  if  he  had  received 
iuch  intelligence,  he  could  not  have  been  io  loft 
to  the  fafety  of  his  army,  as  not  to  order  it  under 
arms  till  the  approach  of  the  enemy.  Befides, 
it  further  appears  from  his  own  letter,  that  the 
light  infantry  and  fortieth  regiment  were  ob¬ 
liged  to  fuftain  the  attack  of  the  enemy  for  a 
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confiderable  time,  to  retire  into  the  village,  and 
afterwards  to  defend  a  large  ftone-houfe  with 
the  utmoft  gallantry,  before  they  could  be  re¬ 
lieved  ;  which  feems  impoffible,  without  fome 
extraordinary  negledt,  and  if  the  army  had  not 
been  furprifed. 

\ 

Upon  the  march  of  the  Britifh  army  from 
German  Town  to  their  winter  quarters  in  Phila¬ 
delphia,  Waftiington  having  received  fome  re¬ 
inforcements  from  Gates’s  army,  removed  his 
camp  from  Skippach  to  White  Marffi,  near  to 
the  city.  Here  he  formed  his  quarters  on  a  hill, 
having  a  valley  and  Tandy  run  in  front,  and  de¬ 
fended  on  the  South  and  Eaft  by  an  ordinary 
abbatis  of  trees  cut  down,  with  their  top-limbs 
pointed  and  lying  outward.  On  thefe  Tides,  the 
ground  was  ftrong  and  difficult  of  accefs,  but  on 
the  North  and  North- weft,  or  in  the  rear,  ex¬ 
tremely  eafy  of  accefs,  and  unfortified.  On  the 
4th  of  December,  Sir  William  Howe  appeared 
to  intend  an  attack  on  this  encampment,  and 
marched  out  his  army  in  different  columns,  which 
took  different  pofnions,  but  all  of  them  oppofite 
to  thofe  parts  of  the  camp  where  it  was  molt  dif¬ 
ficult  of  approach,  and  in  fome  degree  fortified. 
— Two  fmall  fkirmifhes  happened,  in  each  of 
which  the  rebels  employed  1000  men,  who  were 
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defeated  with  very  little  lofs.  Several  move* 
ments  were  made  towards  the  enemy’s  right  and 
left,  but  none  to  get  round  in  his  rear,  where  he 
was  vulnerable  without  rifque  or  difficulty.  If  the 
General  really  intended  to  affault  the  camp,  it 
was  certainly  to  be  made  by  an  approach  in  the 
rear.  If  he  meant  to  cut  Waffiington  off  from 
his  baggage  and  provifions,  which  lay  about  five 
miles  diftant,  it  was  to  be  done  by  the  fame 
manoeuvre.  This  was  what  Waffiington  ex¬ 
pected  and  dreaded,  and  therefore  had  -taken 
every  meafure  preparatory  to  flight.  But  the 
General  contented  himfelf  with  having  offered 
to  Waffiington  his  choice  to  fight  or  not,  at  his 
pleafure,  and  returned  on  the  8th  to  Philadel¬ 
phia,  but  not  without  being  greatly  cenfured. 
Men  who  were  perfe&ly  acquainted  with  the 
ground  of  Wafhington’s  camp,  the  eafy  ap¬ 
proach  to  it  in  its  rear,  the  variety  of  good  roads 
leading  to  it  either  on  the  right  or  left,  and  the 
great  advantages  which  the  Britiffi  troops  would 
have  commanded  by  a  movement  round  the 
camp,  were  aftoniffied  at  his  return,  without  ef¬ 
fecting  any  good  purpofe,  efpecially  as  it  was  well 
known,  that  Waffiington’s  troops  were  in  the 
g  re  ate  ft  panic  and  confufion,  and  prepared  night 
and  day  for  flight,  during  the  time  the  Britiffi 
?,rmy  remained  in  the  neighbourhood. 
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Neither  of  the  Generals  having  any  keen  ap¬ 
petite  for  fighting,  though  from  very  different 
motives,  one,  becaufe  he  knew  he  could  not  con¬ 
quer,  and  the  other,  becaufe  he  feared  he  iliould 
conquer  too  foon,  they  went  into  winter  quar¬ 
ters,  Sir  William  Howe  to  Philadelphia,  and 
Wafhington  to  the  Valley  Forge.  Here,  with 
indefatigable  labour,  he  built  a  number  of 
wooden  huts,  covered  with  loofe  draw  and 
earth.  Very  uncomfortable  lodgings  for  his 
men  1  He  formed  an  entrenchment  round  his 
camp  on  the  Eaft  and  South.  The  ditch  was 
not  more  than  fix  feet  in  breadth,  nor  more 
than  three  feet  deep.  The  mound  was  not  four 
feet  high,  and  very  narrow,  and  eafily  beat  down 
by  cannon.  Two  redoubts  were  begun,  but 
never  finiffied — the  Schuylkill  was  on  his  left, 
with  a  bridge  acrofs  it.  His  rear,  for  the  mod 
part,  was  fecured  by  an  impaffable  precipice 
formed  by  the  Valley  Creek,  leaving  only  a 
narrow  paffage  near  the  Schuylkill,  through 
which  travellers  pafs  Weflward  up  the  river. 
On  the  right,  his  quarters  were  acceffible  with 
fome  difficulty;  but  in  his  front,  an  approach 
might  have  been  made  on  ground  nearly  on  a 
level  with  his  camp.  The  diflance  of  his  head¬ 
quarters  from  Philadelphia  was  about  twenty 
miles.  9 
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Here  Wafhington  lay  all  the  winter  and  fpring, 
encountering  difficulties  which  language  can 
fcarcely  defcnbe.  His  army  labouring  under 
bad  appointments,  almoft  in  every  refped.  His 
troops,  in  a  manner,  naked  in  the  mod  incle¬ 
ment  feafon  of  the  year,  having  no  fait  provi- 
fions,  and  little  fait  to  eat  with  the  freffi, 
often  on  fhort  allowance  in  refped  to  both, 
rapidly  wafting  by  ficknefs  that  raged  with 
extreme  mortality  in  all  his  different  hofpitals, 
and  without  any  of  the  capital  medicines  to  re¬ 
lieve  them.  His  army  was  likewife  diminished 
by  conftant  defertions,  in  companies  from  ten 
to  fifty  perfons  at  a  time.  Hence  in  three 
months,  his  number  was  reduced  to  lefs  than 

i  ^  ^  not  with  propriety  be 

called  effectives. 

Wafhington’s  army  continued  in  this  weak 
and  dangerous  ftate  from  December  till  May, 
while  the  Britifh  troops,  who  had  the  beft  ap¬ 
pointments,  and  were  in  high  health  and  fpirirs, 
lay  in  Philadelphia,  in  a  great  meafure  inactive, 
fuffering  the  rebels  to  diftirefs  the  loyal  inhabit¬ 
ants  on  every  fide  of  the  Britilh  lines,  to  deftroy 
their  mills,  feizf  on  their  grain,  their  horfes,  and 
their  cattle -imprifon,  whip,  brand,  and  kill, 
the  unhappy  people  who,  devoted  to  the  caufe 
of  their  Sovereign,  at  every  rifque,  were  daily 

fupplying 


fupplying  the  army,  navy,  and  loyal  inhabitants 
within  the  lines,  with  every  neceffary  and  luxury 
that  the  country  afforded. 

Had  the  force  under  Wafhington  borne  any 
comparifon  with  that  of  the  Britifh  army,  we 
ffiould  not  be  at  a  lofs  to  account  for  the  conduct 
of  the  Britifh  General,  in  fuffering  a  weak, 
didreffed,  and  yet  mifchievous  enemy,  to  remain 
near  fix  months  fo  near  him,  unmoleded.  Every 
military  man,  indeed  every  man  of  common 
fenfe,  who  was  acquainted  with  the  different  force 
of  the  two  armies,  and  Waffiington’s  pofition, 
expe&ed  daily  to  fee  his  camp  affaulted  or  be- 
fieged,  more  efpecially  in  the  months  of  March, 
April,  and  May,  when  the  inclemency  of  the 
winter  had  ceafed,  becaufe  they  knew  the  affault 
was  then  practicable  with  eafe  and  little  rifque. 
Wafhington  often,  during  this  time,  had  not 
three  days  provisions  in  his  camp,  and  fometimes 
not  a  fufficiency  for  one  day.  The  Schuylkill  on 
his  left,  was  not  paffable  but  over  the  bridge. 
In  his  rear  lay  the  Valley  Creek,  with  the  high 
precipice  and  narrow  paffage  before  defcribed. 
In  his  front,  and  on  his  right,  he  was  affailable 
on  equal  terms.  It  is  difficult  to  determine 
whether  thefe  circumdances  favoured  mod  an 
affault  or  a  fiege.  Had  the  General  taken  pod 
with  2000  men,  and  fortified  a  commanding 

ground 
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ground  on  the  North  fide  of  Schuylkill,  near 
the  bridge,  it  would  have  been  impoftible  for 
the  rebel  army  to  have  efcaped  on  the  left.  Had 
he  taken  poll  with  a  like  number  on  a  fimilar 
piece  of  ground,  oppofite  to  the  narrow  paflage 
in  his  rear,  it  would  have  had  a  like  effed  in  that 
quarter.  And  had  he  detached,  at  the  fame 
time,  5  or  6000  men  to  the  front  and  right  of 
the  camp,  they  would  have  prevented  a  flight 
on  thofe  fides,  and  facilitated  an  aflault  in  four 
different  places  at  the  fame  moment.  And  fuch 
would  have  been  the  pofltions  of  the  feveral 
corps  of  the  befiegers,  that  they  might,  in  cafe 
of  an  attack,  have  been  immediately  fupported. 
Under  thefe  propitious  circumftances,  what 
mortal  could  doubt  of  fuccefs  !  But  neither 
thefe,  the  difirefs  of  the  loyal  inhabitants,  the 
millions  he  was  wafting,  the  profped  of  glory, 
nor  the  duty  he  owed  to  his  Sovereign  and  the 
nation,  could  prevail  on  the  General  to  defert 
the  deluftve  pleafures  of  the  long  room  and  Faro 
table. 

It  feems  impoftible  for  a  candid  inquirer  after 
truth,  however  painful  the  tafk,  not  to  take  a 
brief  and  colieded  view  of  the  errors  of  this 
campaign.  The  Eritifti  General  had  declined 
taking  the  field,  becaufe  the  green  forage  was 
not  fufticiendy  grown,  although  the  country 
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produced,  and  his  magazines  were  flared  with, 
dry  and  better  forage.  He  had  met  his  enemy 
at  Hillfborough,  and  though  poffeffed  of  treble 
his  ftrength,  he  would  not  fight  him,  or  even 
diftrefs  him,  by  paffing  the  Delaware  and  taking 
his  magazines.  He  preferred  wafting  on  his  ill 
advifed  voyage  to  Chefapeak,  three  months  of 
his  valuable  time,  which,  had  they  been  wifely 
and  vigoroufly  employed,  were  more  than  fuf- 
ficient  to  fupprefs  the  rebellion.  He  omitted 
to  fopport  General  Burgoyne,  or  even  to  make 
a  diverfion  on  the  coaft  of  M a fTac buffet’s  Bay  in 
his  favour,  though  he  knew  fuch  was  his  Majefty’s 
pleafure  (£),  and  that  either  meafure  would  have 
faved  the  Northern  army.  And  he  took  care  not 
to  fuffer  Sir  Henry  Clinton  to  perform  thofe  im¬ 
portant  Cervices,  by  not  leaving  him  fufficient 
force,  though  the  rebel,  army,  at  that  time, 
confided  of  lefs  than  one  third  of  his  own  effec¬ 
tive  force  (c).  And  though  experience  had 
taught  him,  that  as  foon  as  the  operations  of 
the  Britifh  3rmy  took  place  in  the  country,  the 
people  were  fo  intimidated,  that  the  Rebel  States 
attempted  to  recruit  in  vain ;  yet,  as  if  deter¬ 
mined  to  give  the  Congrtfs  and  New  States 

( b )  Letter  from  Lord  George  Germaine,  Auguft  6,  1777. 

(c)  Britifh  force  17,000  veteran  troops,  rebel  force  8000 
new  raifed,  undifciplixsed  men. 
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opportunity  and  time  Sufficient  to  reinforce  their 
armies,  he  purfued  the  very  meafures  which 
Washington  himfelf  would  have  advifed  for  that 
purpofe,  He  relinquished  his  operations  al¬ 
ready  begun,  and  hid  his  high-fpirited  army  on 
the  ocean.  He  declined  his  intended  route  up 
the  Delaware,  at  a  time  when  the  city  of  Phila¬ 
delphia  and  the  fort  at  Mud  Ifland  were  not 
able  to  oppofc  him  ;  and  thus  he  gave  the  enemy 
full  time  to  put  the  latter  in  the  mo  ft  perfed 
(late  of  defence.  He  met  Waffiington  at  Brandy¬ 
wine,  on  Stronger  ground,  and  with  a  force  twice 
as  great  as  thofe  which  he  poSTelfed  at  the 
mountain  above  Quibbletown,  attacked,  defeat¬ 
ed,  and  difperfed  his  army  *,  and  though  that  army 
was  hemmed  (d)  in  *  on  all  Sides  by  Britifh 
troops,  or  impaSTable  waters,  yet  he  would 
not  purfue  the  advantage.  He  met  the  fame 
enemy  at  GoShen,  and  began  tne  atcacK,  but 
was  diverted  from  certain  vidory  by  a  fnower 
of  rain.  He  declined  fuffering  the  dykes  on 
the  Province  and  Blackeley’s  Blands  to  be  re¬ 
paired,  though  it  was  a  work  absolutely  ne- 
ceSTary  to  the  taking  of  Mud  Ifland  tort.  He 
refufed  to  permit  Colonel  Stirling  to  take  poft 
at  Red  Bank,  though  it  was  the  key  to  that  fort, 
and  without  the  pofleflion  or  which  the  reoels 
could  not  have  defended  it  a  week.  He  lupin  ly 

i  jr  \  *r  \  r  f  j  ^  . .  , 

(d)  See  the  Chart  No.  III.  in  the  Appendix.’ 
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fuffered  himfelf  to  be  furprifed  at  German  Town, 
where  the  valour  and  activity  of  his  troops,  not- 
withftanding  the  furprife,  gained  a  victory,  as 
honourable  to  them ,  as  ignominious  to  their 
General,  who  fuffered  the  enemy  to  efcape  with¬ 
out  effectual  purfuit,  when  they  were  languid 
with  fatigue,  and  defponding  from  their  defeat. 
The  fame  General,  after  feeming  to  invite 
Wafhington  to  battle,  at  White  Marfh,  pur- 
fued  every  meafure  that  was  likely  to  prevent, 
and  omitted  the  only  one  that  muft  inevitably 
have  brought  on  an  engagement. 

*  .  4  J  i  4  , 

Many  other  inflances  of  blunders  tending  tp 
the  fame  mifchievous  effeds,  though  of  left 
confequence,  might  be  here  added  ;  but  I  have 
contented  myfelf  with  only  mentioning  the  moft 
momentous  to  that  country,  which  your  Lord* 
fhip  loves,  and  whofe  interefts  you  wifh  to  pro. 
mote,  left  I  fhould  prolong  the  vexation  and 
diftrefs  of  mind  that  you  muft  feel  in  fhe  perufal 
of  thefe  pages.  Blunders  fo  grofs — fo  contrary 
to  the  leaft  degree  of  military  knowledge,  that; 
their  pofiibility  almoft  exceeds  the  utmoft  extent 
of  our  belief.  Blunders  as  fatal  to  this  king¬ 
dom,  as  their  caufe  is  inexplicable.  It  is  to  them 
we  are  already  indebted  for  the  unneceffary  and 
wanton  expenditure  of  twenty  millions — for  the 
ftiameful  loft  of  the  Northern  army — for  the 
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exiftence  of  the  rebellion  at  this  time  in  Ame¬ 
rica — for  the  alliance  of  France  with  the  revolted 
Colonies — for  the  war  between  this  kingdom 
and  the  two  powerful  houfes  of  Bourbon,  and 
for  the  very  critical  and  dangerous  ftate  of  the 
nation. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
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APPENDIX. 


No.  I. 

A  •»  i  J  $•.  *  * 

EXTRACTS  of  the  INSTRUCTIONS  to 
the  Reprefentatives  of  the  different  Co- 
lonies  in  Congrefs,  September  1774. 

T  H  E  Delegates  from  New  Hampfhire  were 
inftrudted  u  to  confult  and  adopt  fuch  mea- 
c<  fures  as  may  have  the  mod  likely  tendency  to 
Sf  extricate  the  Colonies  from  their  prefent  dif- 
“  ficulties,  to  fecure  and  perpetuate  the  rights, 
“  liberties,  and  privileges,  and  to  reft  ore  that 
peace ,  harmony  y  and  mutual  conftdencey  which 

“  once  happily  fubftfted  between  the  Parent  State 
and  her  Colonies 

_  , 

The  Delegates  from  Maflachuffet’s  Bay  “  to 
“  deliberate  and  determine  upon  wife  and  proper 
“  meafures  to  be  by  them  recommended  to  all 
“  the  Colonies  for  the  recovery  and  eftabjiih- 
“  ment  of  their  juft  rights  and  liberties,  civil- 
“  and  religious,  and  the  reftcraticn  of  union  and 
“  harmony  between  Great  Britain  and  the  Lolo- 
"  ntiS>  m(tfi  ardently  deftred  by  all  good  men 

1  The 
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The  Delegates  from  Rhode  Ifland  cc  to  meet 
“  and  join  with  the  Commiffioners  or  Delegates 
“  from  the  other  Colonies,  in  confulting  upon 
c<  proper  meafures  to  obtain  a  repeal  of  the  fe- 
c<  veral  a  bis  of  the  Britifh  parliament,  &c,  and 
<c  upon  proper  meafures  to  eftablifh  the  rights 
<c  and  liberties  of  the  Colonies  upon  a  juft  and 
C6  folid  foundation.” 

•k  ■ 

The  Delegates  from  Conne&icut  <c  to  con- 
cc  fult  and  advife  with  the  Commiffioners  or 
“  Committees  of  the  feveral  Englifh  Colonies  in 
<c  America,  on  proper  meafures  for  advancing 
tc  the  beft  good  of  the  Colonies.” 

The  Delegates  from  New  York  had  a  ge¬ 
neral  commilfion  <c  to  attend  the  Congrefs  at 
ct  Philadelphia.” 

(  ,1 

The  Delegates  from  New  Jerfey  had  the  like 
general  commiftion  “  to  reprefent  the  Colony 
<c  of  New  Jerfey  in  the  General  Congrels.” 

1 

In  Pennfylvania  the  Houfe  of  Affembly  ap¬ 
pointed  a  Committee  from  themfelves  to  attend 
the  Congrefs,  and  inftrudted  them  “  to  confulc 
<c  upon  the  prefent  unhappy  ftate  of  the  Colo- 
<c  nies,  and  to  form  and  adopt  a  plan  for  the 
<c  purpofcs  of  obtaining  redrefs  of  American 
“  grievances,  afcertaining  American  rights  upon 
1  “  the 
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44  the  mod  folid  and  conflitutional  principled, 

44  and  for  efiablijhittg  the  union  and  harmony  be - 
44  tween  Great  Britain  and  'the  Colonies ,  which  is 
44  indifpenfably  neceffary  to  the  welfare  and  happi- 
44  nefs  of  both” 

The  Deputies  from  the  three  lower  Counties 
were  fent  to  the  Congrefs  tc  to  confute  and  ad- 
4t  vife  with  the  Deputies  from  the  other  Colo* 
“  nies,  and  to  determine  upon  all  fuch  prudent 
ic  and  lawful  meafures ,  as  may  be  judged  moft 
44  expedient  for  the  Colonies  immediately  and 
€C  unitedly  to  adopt,  in  order  to  obtain  relief  for 
4f  an  oppreffed  people,  and  the  redrefs  of  our 
*c  general  grievances.” 

The  Delegates  from  Maryland  were  appointed 
<c  to  effed  one  general  plan  of  conduct,  ope- 
<c  rating  on  the  commercial  wnnettion  of  the  Co- 
“  lonies  with  the  Mother  Country.” 

^  * 

The  Deputies  from  Virginia  were  inftruded 
46  to  confider  of  the  mod  proper  and  effedual 
cc  manner  of  fo  operating  on  the  commercial 
<c  connedion  of  the  Colonies  with  the  Mother 
46  Country,  as  to  procure  redrefs  for  the  much 
44  injured  province  of  Maffachuffet’s  Bay,  to 
44  fecure  Britifh  America  from  the  ravage  and 
ft  ruin  of  arbitrary  taxes,  and  fpeedily  to  procure 

O  44  the 
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44  the  return  of  that  harmony  and  union  fo  lene - 
4 4  jicial  to  the  whole  nation ,  and  fo  ardently  de - 
44  fired  by  all  Britijh  America” 

/ 

<*  x  x  %  ■% 

The  Delegates  from  South  Carolina  were 
charged  44  to  concert,  agree  to,  and  effectually 
44  profecute  fuch  legal  meafures ,  as  in  the  opi- 
“  nion  of  the  faid  Deputies,  and  of  the  Depu- 
44  ties  fo  to  be  affembkd,  Jfhall  be  moft  likely 
44  to  obtain  a  repeal  of  the  faid  and  a  Re - 
<c  drefs  of  thofe  Grievances  ” 

The  Deputies  from  North  Carolina  were  au- 
thorifed  “  to  deliberate  upon  the  prefent  (late 
cc  of  Britifh  America,  and  to  take  fuch  meafures 
44  as  they  may  deem  prudent  to  effedt  the  p'ur-' 
44  pofe  of  defcribing  with  certainty  the  rights  of 
44  Americans,  repairing  the  breach  made  in 
44  thofe  rights,  and  for  guarding  them  in  future 
44  from  any  fuch  violations  done  under  the 
44  fanCtion  of  public  authority.9* 
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No.  II. 

A 

VIEW 

OF  THE 

British  and  Rebel  Force  operating  in 
the  Middle  Colonies  in  the  Years  1776, 

,  177/5  and  1773. 

, .  ' 


Dates. 

Britifh 

Rebel 

Superiority  of 

1776. 

troops. 

troops. 

Dritifh  troops. 

Auguft, 

24,000 

16,000 

8,000 

November, 

26,900 

4,500 

22,400 

December, 

27,700 

3>3°o 

24,400 

To  account  for  the  rapid  diminution  of  the 
Rebel  force,  it  is  only  necefiary  to  have  recourfe 
to  Sir  William  Howe’s  letters  of  the  3d  and 
21ft  of  September,  and  30th  of  October;  from 
which  we  (hall  find  that  the  Rebel  lofs  in  battle, 
between  the  27th  of  Auguft  and  the  16th  of 
November,  exclufive  of  that  occafioned  by 
ficknefs  and  delertion,  amounted  to  7,279  men; 

O  2  and 


t  100  ] 


and  that  the  Britifti  did  not  exceed  51 1  killed, 
wounded,  and  taken  prifoners. 


Dates. 

Britifh 

Rebel 

Superiority  of 

troops. 

troops. 

Britifh  troops. 

1 777» 
March, 

27,000 

4,500 

22,500 

June,  1 

?  0,0  CO 

8,000 

2  2,000 

July,  * 

\ 

September, 

30,000 

16,000 

J4  000 

December, 

30,000 

10,500 

19,500 

1778. 

February,  1 
March,  > 

20,500 

4,5°° 

25,000 

April,  J 

June, 

29,500 

6,000  in  renlylvama, 

2,500 1 

;  underGatesia 
[  Connecticut. 

8,500 

2  I, coo 

In  this  comparative  view  of  the  Britifh  and 
Rebel  force,  the  troops  in  Canada,  Nova  Scotia, 
Rhode  Ifland,  and  St.  Auguftine,  are  not  in¬ 
cluded  And  it  is  a  comparifon  only  of  the  ap¬ 
parent,  not  the  real  force  of  the  two  parties, 
Rife&ive  military  ftrength  does  not  confift  fo 
much  in  numbers,  as  in  difcipline  and  appoint¬ 
ments.  The  former,  without  the  latter,  rather 
weakens  than  adds  power  to  an  army.  It  begets 
confufion,  and  that  produces  panic  and  defeat. 
When  this  is  confidered,  the  comparifon  of  the 
7  tWQ 
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two  armies  is  that  of  a  mountain  with  a  moufe. 
In  every  indance,  the  vail  fuperiority  of  the 
Britifh  in  difcipline,  experience,  and  appoint¬ 
ments,  has  been  manifed.  At  Prince  Town,  a 
fingle  regiment,  commanded  by  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Mawhood,  oppofed  and  cut  their  way 
through  the  greater  part  of  Waffiington  s  army. 
At  Pencader,  the  Heffian  and  Anfpach  Chaf- 
feurs,  and  fecond  battalion  of  light  infantry, 
confiding  of  450  men,  fell  in  with  1000  of 
the  bed  difciplined  of  the  Rebel  troops,  advan- 
tageoujly  pojied  in  the  woods^  whom  they  defeated, 
with  the  lofs  of  two  officers  wounded,  three  men 
killed,  and  nineteen  wounded,  when  that  of  the 
enemy  was  not  lefs  than  five  officers  and  forty- 
five  men  killed,  and  148  wounded.  And  in 
the  retreat  of  the  Britifh  troops  from  Philadel¬ 
phia  to  New  York,  lefs  than  2000  repulfed  and 
defeated  5800,  a  chofen  corps  of  Rebel  troops. 

In  the  account  of  the  Rebel  force,  all  the 
militia  whom  the  Rebel  States  could  prevail 
on  to  join  their  army,  are  included. 


Jiift  piiblifljsdt 

By  G.  Wilkie,  No.  St.  Paul’s  Church-Yard, 

I.  A  REPLY  to  the  OBSERVATIONS  of  Lieut. 
Gen.  Sir  WILLIAM  HOWE,  on  a  Pamphlet,  enti¬ 
tled,  Letters  to  a  Nobleman  :  In  winch  his  Mif- 
reprefentations  are  detected,  and  thofe  Letters  are 

*  •  ' *  ‘  •  *  j  V  1 

fupp  tted,  by  a  Variety  of  New  Matter  and  Argument. 
To  \tfhich  is  added,  An  APPENDIX,  containing,  I. 
A  Letter  to  Sir  William  Howe,  upon  his  Strictures 
on  Mr  Galloway’s  private  Character.  IT.  A  Let- 
ter-from  Mr.  Kirk  to  Sir  William  Hov/e,  and  his 
Anfwer.  III.  -A  Letter  from  a  Committee,  to  the 
PreEdent,  of  the  C  ngrefs,  on  the  State  of  the  Rebel 
Aimy  at  Valley  Forge,  found  among  the  Papers  of 
Henry  Laurens,  Eiq.  OCtavo.  Price  3  s. 

II,  The  EXAMINATION  of  Joseph  Galloway, 
Efq;  late  Speaktr  of  the  Aflembly  of  Pennfylvania, 
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